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II. To the Probes: (1) 
49 Tniguity. chat 
|) By 
5 7 ſeveral ode, which, if duly conſidered, may be 


Y 2 x gare ec ol rl _ 
Ron. 1. 18: er the Go 1s_revealed- un date, 
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Eze xxxiii. I1. Tarn ye, 9 
Y will ye die, O houſe 
Diet xxxi1. 29. O that 
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1 ONE 


for the abounding Sins and Corruptions a A 
them: (2) By Way of Exhortation; ro * 
of the great Danger they are in,and terrible — 5 Y | 
that is dien thera except et rer "#1 9 


of bes to B ae 


great Uſe to awaken che ſecure, and conpine the } 


. 
. LY © 
. 


8 


$ bY 


your evil Waye 1 


> Lanerk., 


eee 4 Fang 0:08 
| Pin be Wee Gray 


— l * 


— 


* oF 8 8 *. ö 1 * _—_ 5 ” 4 
_ „. * wt - =y < 
N Sd "0"? E F A CE 
4 * . 1 } . 
_— 1 * 4 h k 


Mx and BRETHREN, | | 
—— LWg Son, TTfo Deſign of theſe ew following Sheets 5 7s not 


| nances of the — diſpenſed by all and every 
Wt 

23 Church, bleſſed be Go p; there is yet ſame, we 
Hupe, that are witbin the Communion of this 
S{. preſent Church, that are wear and. dear to 
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* CnxIs r, and are at this Day groaning un- 


% 
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( * " der the Ds 22 and Back ſii dings of the Day, and are, in ſome. 
zh i 1 great 2 RD and 22 F 


t\. - Meaſure, labouring to be faithful to their 
' CnrrsT.JESUs, and are weeping in Secret before the L. o R D 
or all the Iñ rongs that are don? to lovely IE s us and his ſcatter- 
ed Flack through the Land; but the Deſign of it is, To ſtir ap all and 
3 every one to ſerious Humiliation, Repentence and Godly Sorrow for 
"the great Back/iidings of this Day, and the abomding Wickeaneſs 


Hoh 
ks. gain#t this Land, and to withdraw the divine Infiuences of his holy 
2 t from Miniſters and People, whereby the Ordinances — 
are become very umruitful in this Land : *Tis lamentable tu think 
dead and il the Ordinances are become at this Day. wig 
what glorious Days of the Goſpel have been formerly in this 4 
and what wonderjul Outpovrings of the Spirit have been in the ſo- 
em Aſſemblies. through ſeveral s of Scotland, when GoD, 
min a remarkable Manner, hath been ſeen to countenance his own Wark, 
un bleſs it with great Sicceſs, ſo that great Numbers have dated 
the Time of their Cunverſen to Js $US ChRisT * ſuch and 
h Day. It would break the 


5 | angeſt Heart, to thi 
duinem fait igful hui ni ſtersvf the Golf our glorious King] E s U Shat. 
ent forth, from Time to Time, to labour in his Vineyard in 3 
who fo uke noble Champions for the Cauſe of CHRIST, 4 
would rather quit with their Lives than part with one Hoof of Di- 
ine Truth, and how few there arc now at this Day to appear for his 


ö woted th LORD to remove many of his faithſul Servants from 
A 


A to make Men and Women to caſt at the Ori- 


aul great Profanity that is amongſt all Ranks of Men; whereby a 
and 92 ois greatly di - cher and provoked to — Ae 


how many e- 


tereſt and Cauſe. O that we could weep Tears of Blood for the Sins 
and abounding Wickedneſs that are in this Lana that have pro- 


u, and to ſend 2. Barren and carcl?s ar 'thjul Preachers to fit . 


.- *wptheir Room, but really, to ſpeak the Iruth, the Spirits of -Men and 
"Fa amen cannot endure to car faithful Mini ſters dijcharge theirDuty ; 
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but, an the contrary, theſe that jpeak ſamotſh J. ings; and 2 | 
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ernie, ea 
Peace, Peace, are vbe Nn that are applauded of and Pearded at 
— Day: —_ even 5 2 nl tland, where te 
Lo x p, fo this very Day, hath been pleaſed, Lime to me, 
to ſend one faithful Me ger after another, to pert pra 0 hits. * 
Danger and Hazard they are in upon the Account of their abounds. 
ing Wickedneſs, and are beſeeching them in the Bowels of IEE 
Cur 1s rt fly from theW/rath to come, but O how are t Spirits of — 
nat a few in 7 8 N= (well known by many Hf tnẽſſer)ii- 
cenſed againſt their faithful Paſtors, in juch N , that "tis evi-" 
dent to al Behnlders, That Hell and its Powers are combining with | | 
them, and doing all poſſible that is in their Power tomarr the Succeſs : 
of the Goſpel and Work of the Lon p in their Hand, by. Randing g 
in Oppoſition againſt them in all the Parts of their Minifterial La- M8 
ours, the Judicatories of 9 preſent Church aſſiſting them with all!. 
| their Might in their (mf Enterprizzs, ſo that the Spirits of the 3-4 ! 
| Servant of CR T are broken amongſt them, if not ſupported”. 
en Iifinite Power: But if ſuch”. Perjons would ſeriouſly * . 
what they are doin e ſe Work they are oppoſing, (the Work' WM 


no leſs a Perſon t Erernal SON ot G6 p, our borrows . 
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MM ANUE TL) they would tremble to thin how they wil, anſwer", - 
for it before the great Judge of the Quick and the Dead at the lat Wl 
Day, before Angels and Men, better it were, ſalth our Lo «>. W 
IE sus, that a Militone were hanged about their Necks, and. WM 
_y caſt into the Midſt of the Sea, thin offend any of the leaftof; . 3 
his little Ones, Matth. 18. 6. but eſpeci ally theſe that are witneſſv 
ing far Cur1sT, and are ſtanding _— the Floods, of Error; a 
Profanity and Deſection that broken are in upon Sdotland at Hs 
Day; it wil not be in the Power of 175 your Supporters nom io de-. 

Aver you out of the Hands of that faithful Fudge, who will reward. WW 
ever one eng to his Works:  Therefore;"O bs rr ay n 
unto the Lo x D by a true Repentang in Heart 2 = : OkiG. . 
the So x, leit he be angry, and ye prriſh f om the Way. N is... 
vibe to you u all the . of the poor Flock of CURI&TC MM 
and his faithful Servants, when, ©1 1 18T , the great King of E - 
on, will trample all his Enemies his Feet, ausn i gate eter-— 
nal Vengeance on all the adder ape; o his faithful" N ett > 
will puniſh them with everlaſting heſtruction from thePrefence«s Mi 
of the Lo x o, and from the Glory/of his alnwghty Power. The: . 
Wi op 4 7 Cu RBsT, by their fal ſhful Dealing; torment the Mar ,*v 
we 2 
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- that upon the Earth, they cfumot endure to hear faithful- | 

. Preaching and faithful Praying ; b ere ang they muſt hear the: © 

. faithful Judge of the - Quick and ti Dead promimce that awful ' M1 
- KK Sentence, Go ye curſed into everlafing Fire prepared forthe Be- 

7 vil and bis Angels. , e eee 
2 O that theſe few ollowing Advits, from the Hands of a poor, - - WM 
oF" mean Creatare,. could perſwade any fucere Seeker of GOD, to wreſtle -* Mil 
5 Jacob lle with GOD, Night and Day, that the LORD may ert | 
s 2 return to poor Scotland, and 7 a Crvenanted Work of Refor-" MM 
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„Tie Paxriex. | 
matlon in this Land, and ſend Days of , Power and por Glory, 
that our Land may flowiſh as in former Days, with great Suc- 
eſe of the Goſpel. O cry for that Promiſe to poar back/lidden Scotland, 
IIa. 62. 4. I hou ſhaitno more be termed Forſaken, neither ſhall 
thy Land any more be termed Deſo/ate ; but thou ſhalt be called 
Hephzibah, and thy Land Beula/; tor the Lo x b delighteth in 
& thee, and thy Land ſhall be married; and that the Lo x D may 
Dior out his promiſed 59 pon ail Ranks of Men, Miniſters and 
People; ind that the LOR ö may heal the Diviſions of this Land, 
y removing the Cauſes thereof, and repairing the Breaches that 
n re made in his Vineyard by a corrupt Ghurch and State, whereb; 
the Lox D's Heritage is wofully ſcattered through the Land: 'Tis 
nom the Time of Jacob's Troubie, ana few there 1 
ences muſt needs come, but wo, wo to them by whom they come: I he 
ORD In hi Gre Anger hath divided us, but wo to them that are 
the Cauſers of Diviſion , and he that hath but ons Eye, may eaſil 
ſee who they are that are renting the Bowtls of their MuherChareh, 
it muſt ſurely be thoſe that are 2 the Flock of Chrilt through 
the Land, by thruſting in Hirelings and 1 | 
Ore ond, and to be l cachers of Muth, wh are known to be corrupt 
both in Principle and Practice, ſome of them who are nottourly 
known to be gi den to Drunkenneſs, Profanity, Error, and Blaſphes 
my Others, who are well krown to want Quali ic ations fit for the 
holy Miniſtry. are put into the Charge of Congrey ations, waerely for 
à Piece of Bread: Theſe only, who can ailow themſelyes ſuch looſe 
Reins. as to ſpend their preclou Time with Gentlemen and Perſons 
of "Note in their Congreg at ons with Drinking and ot her ſuch like 
 Paſtimes,"are the only Men that are regarded, and put into the 
Charge of 9 ons ; while others who are known to be Godly, 
and fitted by the great Go p with Qualifications jit for the ho! 1 — 
u iy, are overiook'd, and na hing to be retarded by the Judicuto- 
mes of this Church, but, on Me other hand, are kept at a Diſtance 
with all their Power, leſt txty ſhould be fend to be too faithful to 
their Lo D and MASH ER in the Diſcharge of theirWork, and ſo 
be a Trouble to ot hex about thn. If theſe, and many ot her likeThings 
be not ercat Ground for the 1 in CUuIIST JESUS 70 fe- 
parate themſelves from 2 them, amd break off Communion with 
them, eſp ec: ally when, for thide many Years bypaſt, the Proteſtati- 
ons of faithjul Miniſters, azaist ſuch like Proceedings, have been 
thing regarded, bat with Diſp10ht caſt over-Board, reſiſeug not 
” ſo mch ar to mark them; aim even to this very Day, no proper 
t Acaſues have been taken to dreſs ſueh Grievances, but are fill go- 
dn on from evil to worſe, am in this Caſe the Commanil of the 


to lament it. Of- 


ntraders iuito the Charge of 


Lon Þ 7s plain Jer. 15. 19. Therefore, thus ſaith the LORD, 


If thou wilt return, then will bring thee again, and thou ſhalt 
Rand before me, and if thoi take forth the Precious ſrom the 


ve, chen ſhalt thou be as my Youth : Let them return unto thee 
* return not thou unto then And therefore it is a fure Mark of 
D MPH: ; 1 \ of. 
OS WWW N * ata 
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De pa kr ACE. 
thoſe that are to be joined with the eje that are holding x Jr He 


ESUS CHRIST, and are maintaining is roy 
75 e , 


ri wileges, and are wreſtt; ng agai 25 the Lefettions 
preach! ng and praying, and ot 

and if prejudiced Minds would let their Conſciences ſpeak the Trath, 

they may ſee that the Lo RD Heth andut, in a remarkgbls Mans 


ner owning that poor Handful of Minifters who kawve affociut: e 
ſelves together ina Preſbyterial Capacity for the Exerciſe of Cures 


Government, in. all their Proceed Age; and l do bellt ur, that the 
Conſciences of many a ſeri aus Soul th bug h the Land, cas ſet fo their 
Seal to the Truth of it, That te Lo x D bark feng rem remarkably — 
with their Meetings through the Land, and that many 


d tobleſs the Lo x D e 


ent them forth at ſuch a Lime, * er Gy 
wor of the . 


el throug Land, many, even o . eofGop, 
— deep Sleep of Security as to their ſpi teu State of their 


NN [emoraxce with to 


the Aﬀai rs of the * of Scotland, Þs it both then and mw 75 
labouring under many B 1 ry and |, — Des, 1 4 in the 
Manner of Doctrine, Diſeipline, Worſh fer theſe, 
and many other e to be bp en in this Land, thts Land the 22 
have juſily divided us ; Di viſum is a ſore Judgment Een the 


. 4 aud whoever they are that are the Diviſors, 


ath given the Offenre, Go p only and their own Caſciences teff 
knoweth, and e're long, at the great Day of the LOB, ow 
Secrets ſhall be revealed, Go and they fhall reckon far r: 
ſure it 755 our Sins and Iniquit ies have had am Hand 77 
tion, and we have all Reaſon, with the mourning Prophet, Lam. 
16, 17, 18. fo cry out, The Crown is fallen from our Head! 


unto us, for we have ſinned. For this our Heart is faint, fordheſe | | 


Things our Eyes are dim; becauſe of the Mountain of 
which is deſolate, the F Foxes walk upon it. But ſurely * 
ceſſary Dutv of every Man and Woman, e 7 

by the Head IR SUS CHRIST and are maintaining KK 


nd Cauſe ind, be ie Cry Gyof the Lond whet it will, os 2 oper 
t this 


aful that have ſe arate hemſetves from the Mu 
3 2 yet jure it is their Duty, when x other Way cem be 


aken, to teſti the Back/ialngs and Corruptions Church 
ps 2 57 . ji Sa no other Wity 1 reſts, fy, ina 220 7 Cort 


munion, bit ei — Doct rinaliy fromthe Puipit, or by Pr dtn or 


Di ſſent in Tudicatories, or by Pre tions end Repreſout ations by Mini- 
2 other Church M 3 and when all theſe EX oe ave fualci- 
Aly condenmed,and nothing demanded rm Bt er 0 


Members, Gur gn Submit ron to all t} 7 Betermv T 


provokiugtog holy and juft Go D and waa? * OE | | 


and hopever hurt; tul they may be to the bg GOD 
auch ee no her e 
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| The Ki ALY ACE. 
xy of Separation from them ; oy dor h truly ap- 
8 ary Duty of of every ſerioue Soul at this Day. There 
js; 255 or three Things to te? 2 wi mY that poor Fandſful of afſoci- 
. ated. Mi ers, by the Eyes of ; many Witneſſes, that they are in 
1 tte May o their ty, whatever be the Outcry of the Gent ral ty in 
. * © the Land againſt them: . The wonaerjul © Countenance that the 
Lok obig them, in all their Proccedings and Determinaty- 
_ ons in wy d and difficult Matters and Steps in their Way, a 
the Quntenamcè that the LORD 7s ＋ aſea to give them in 
their fo Aſſemblies and Meetings throug Land, in a moſt 
* remarkableManucr, which many a ſerious Soul can ſet their Seal un- 
50. 2. The more they are o reſet and born down by the Judicatories 
bo of this Churth, the more the LON D CO DaAth inreaſe and multipl 
them. 3. Thar the ſmall Handful that are joining and bearing witneſs 
with hem to thecovenanted Cauſe of Co Din thisLand, for the moft 
2 to the Eyes of Men, are the beft and moſt ſerious Chriſiians 
p hthe Land. 4. That Satan and the Powers of Hell are ſetting 
| then bes againſt them with all their Might to bear them down, 
and alls Henn that are their greateſt Enemies, and crying out and ridi- | 
3 the Sword of the Jongue, are Men that have little 
wy 2e e e Intereſt and Cauſ- feof Cn RIS T whether i* ſk or 
E or Lon x eſpecially theſe that are moſt profame and wicked in their 
e on, who have neither a Profeſſion nor Practice e 
Flehen, but are to all Manner of e e, and Wicke 
15 13 Fx are De er of all revealed Re * ＋ are opening their 
4 . Ar ft them in the moſt abominable Reproac hes that can 
8 1 invente 10 Satan and his —— 5. 2 be i 7 the 
22 f-haly Providence, in calling forth a poor Hanafal of Mini- 
the Multitude of others that are going the 
8 of Defettion, the Lo p himſelf only knoweth ; but ſure in 
the mean Time, it hath amabened many even of the Lok D's Peo- 
2 that were aſleep under great Security and Deadneſo of Spirit as 
Wm, - £0 their ſpiritual Afi irs, and it hath proved an awnkening Alarm 
[ bt, to many throughthe Land to conſider the Duty of the Day, ana what 
q 3 : the "#4 R D 14 ae us to; and ſure iti is, the Lo x D is calling As 
. tou to every Man and: Homan at this Day, to conſider their Mays, to 
repen: and turn from theirSins and Ini qui ties: And O that thel. o x D 
ſe 45 may awaken all and every one of us, hy hig I ird and Spirit, to 
Henr hisVoice that is calling alouũ tous by his molt awfullhreatenings 
both at Home and Abroad; and O may the LoxD JESUs pour 
outs 2 78 ws and Suppli . pon all Ranks of Men, that 
| there Ref rmation amongſt pſt us, and then it will 
be the ea Ng L a National Reformation in this Land; and O 
I hat all of us were importanate at the I hrone f Grace, that the 
Loup E SUS 720 K. a Day of of his P 0 and work Him- 
515 Grace and Merc poor covenant A Scotland. that it 
or aid of 4s,as of 1200 and Iſrael, What hat h Go D wrought ! 
57 Eo hel it be 4 earnẽſt Prayer of all, thatthe LORD hiniſelf may 
due and wark wonderful Dif venice. both of Chinch an 5 
e Day e his. ee be Glory for ever. A 
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u- | MINISTERS of the Church of Kotland: | Bb 
les : N MEI 108 
57 ä X FRienDs, Ir is ſad News, that T hear there N 1 
04 is a bitter Cry and Lamentation led ap 
in | > before the Throne of Gon» and the-Lams, + |4 
174 from a handful of poor, oppreſſed People by the Mini- 
1 ſters of the Goſpel in the Church of Seorland ax this Day, WS 
ob What woful Degeneracy is this Church fallen intol( +. ; \*4 
you Church once famous for Reformation, both in Docfrine, 


veir Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government ; but now turned famous 
ef for Deformation, Backſliding, Error, and Profanity. It 7 | 
Fo troubleth me not a little to hear the Confuſion and Di- 
pert order that is amongſt a profeſſed Presbyterian Church © 
7 Miniſters profeſſing Presbyterianiſm, bur practically de- ll 
En- ny ing and overturning the ſame, with all their Might. 
the both in Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Goverumet mr. lt 
e in What would worthy Nuox, and many other worthy R. 
Peo- formers in Scotland, who contended for the royal ights + "of 
-Gum and Privileges of our now highly exalted and greatly glo- a 
hat rified __ Zion, and that great Cloud of Witng f 
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vbo witneſſed for theſe Royal Privileges of CHRIS T 11 
* ſhed their precious Blood in Tefimioy of the dd ed yy ty 
RD againſt all the Backſlidings and Defections that ye are 
711,50 ij carrying on at this Day, in oppreſſing the Lord's Heri- 
ge, and ſcattering his Flock through all Corners of the 

hat and, making them wander from Mountain to Mountaig 
wil! I te fcek the Food of their Souls; by thruſting in Hicęlingss 
nd O and intruders upon them, over the Bellies of reclaimng 
t the Congregations, hy mere Church Authority; and by chruſfſ- 
Hon ing out of y mmunion a handtul of Fairhful Miniſters, | © 
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wo for no other Fault but that they were — and faithful 
7 rror and BK xk 


in teſtifying againſt the Corruptions, 
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39 
1 3 the Day ? And indeed, to tell you the Truth, 
pour DecſeCtions have been carried on theſe many Years 
& withan high Hand Few good Acts have been made in 
Aſſemblies for redreſſing the Grievances of the 
 .  LoeRd's People and promoting a Work of Reformation: 
But to the contrary, many Acts have been made for 
- . their Oppreſſion; and inftead of caſing them of their 
2 have made them heavier and heavier. 
And tho* you ſeemed to reſcind that ve ful Act made 
mn the Year 1732, anent ſettling Miniſters, yet, with 
that very ſame Breath, you executed the Force and 
Cuuelty of it in ſeveral Corners of the Land, which is 
well known to the fad Experience of many wafted Con- 
Sone in the Land. And tho* you removed the 
> ce of the Four Brethren you ſuſpended, and open- 
c da Door for their re- entering, yet you never opened 
# | - the Door for their Cauſe that they are eſpouſing The 
F  * Cauſe that they are eſpouſing, is CaxisT's Great In- 
- © "rereft and Royal Right, which this Land is ſolemnly 
; ' bound to own by a moſt ſolemn Covenant, entred into 
with lifted up Hands to the Great Gop, before Angels 
„aud Men: And this Land doth ly under the Guilt of 
che Perjury for the Violation of the ſame; and 
this Land goth ly under the heavy Guilt of the ſame 
\./  anrepentet of unto this Day: And it is to be feared, 
chat 3 teous Gop will plead the Quar- 
rel of theſe Bro Covenants with this Land: For 
ſteſe Royal Crown Rights of the King of Zion are vio- 
as y pulled out of his Hand by a corrupt Church and 
State in chis finful Land. Wo, wo to thee, O Scotland, 
| for the Cry of thy Sins is great at this Day; a profeſſ- 
ding Land become a backſliding Land; once famous for 
Reformation; flouriſhing with all Manner of excellent 
Order, and walking in the Beauties of Holineſs, attend- 
ald with great Succeſs by the Outpouring of the Spirit 
from on upon all Ranks and Degrees of Men, ſo 
that Gop in very deed hath been ſeen to dwell amongſt 
his People in this Land in a more remarkable Manner 
b" than in many other Places in the World ; fo that this 
Church hath been a Mother 10 bring up Chillers for 
PER, aca pot 5 e dd, 
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8 Cop, Sons and Daughters have been born unto ſus us "2 
24 CHRIST in great Numbers an all Ranks of Men. 


*. How remarkable was it in the s of, Reformation, 
I_ under the Miniſtry of that great Servant of Ixsus 
* Cnnxis r, John Knox, when many of the greateſt No- 
tx bility in the Land appeared for CHRIS r, and witneſſed {| 
0 for his Cauſe againſt the Beaſt and the falſe Bron and 
Je | counted it their greateſt Honour that they could be ho- 

h || neared with in the World, to lift up a Teſtimony for 
* CHr1sT and his royal Rights, hazarding both their 
Is Lives and Fortunes for the ſame, againſt Hell and he 
* Powers of, Darkneſs; and even in the latter Times of 
ſt Perſecution, under the Tyrrany of K. Charles the 4. 
a that * Monſter of Babylon, ſome of the greateſt “ 
ed || Nobility in this Land ſhed their Blood for the Cauſe © 8 
he and Intereſt of Jxsvs CyxisT. But now how much is 
in. it to be lamented, that this Land and Church is become 
aly || 2 Mother to bring up Children for Hell and eternal! Wi 
1 Deſtruction: Your Nobles and Gentry are become i 
_ Monſters of Ini ity, given up to all Manner of Abo- | 
minations : - 1. Op g of the Poor under them; the 
ns Oppreſſion of the Poor is ſo great, that the Cry of them 
wa is aſcended up into the Ears of the Lokrp of Sabaoth, 
__ Fir the Cry of the Poor, and the Sighing of the Needy now will 
ws 1 ariſe, ſaith the Lord, Pſal. 12. 5. But 244, All Man- 
For ner of Wickedneſs and Profanity is to be found a 

= them ; Uncleanneſs of all Sorts ; Exceſs of Drunken- 
and | neſs; Night Balls and Clubs, the very Neſts of Hell, 
nd, and Work houſes of the Devil, where the. Devil is to 
<4 de ſeen in an open Manner to dwell amongft them; all 
for | Manner of Curſing and Swearing, and Hellifh new 

| contrived Oaths proceed out of their Mouth, ſuch Oaths 
as ſcarce ever was heard in any Age or in any Place of 
the World as is to be heard in thee, O Scotland! poor, 
blinded Heathens, who know nothing of a preached 
Goſpel, would ſhame many in this Land, where. it is Þ 4 
Death, by, their Law, to fwear by the Name of their 
Gods: But O how Wonderful is ft to hear how” the 


Name of Gon is profaned and 3 all RA 
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in this Land, eſpecially amongſt thoſe of the ben? Þ} if 
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Rank, — ſpeak but the holy Name of 
Gon is in their Mouths; their ordinary Diſcourſe, is, 
Cod damm — 1 and, God curſe them; as if they were 
wearying and for Damnation. O Sirs, ma __ 
not wonder — atience of a holy and pure 
bears with this Generation, who are tcaring, as —. 
me holy Name of Gop and his Son Jzsvs C nis r, 
 almoft in every Word they ſpeak. Were many of them 
as much employed in calling upon the — of Gop 
In private aud ſecret Prayer, O how happy would they 
be! but alas, on the other Hand, they ſcarce ever call 
IF upon the Name of Gop, except in Curling and Swear- 
ing. Hoſea 14. 2, 3. By ſwearing, and lying, and killiug, and 
flealing, and committing Adultery, they break out, and Blud 
rowherh Blood : Therefore ſhall the Land mourn, and every ane 
that dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh, with the Beaſts of the Held, 
and the Fowls of Heaven. O Sinners, would not your King: 
and Rulers on oak take it ater Logs _— if at 
every Word y ou in their hearing, you their 
Name in your { Mouths? Much r. not the great 
Gop of the Spirits of all Flefh take it ill at your Hands, 
who is ever-preſent in your hearing, and witneſſeth to 
every Word you ſpeak ; who commands. expreſſy, Thos 
ſhinlt not take the Name of the LOR D thy GO P in vain; ; for 
; #LORD will not hold him guiltleſs that takerh his Nome in 
dan; Tt rarely indeed is puniſhed amongft Men; but a 
'Gop will nor ſuffer you. to eſcape his righteous 
udgment. There are likewiſe many minched and half- 


Dachs common amongſt Men, that Souls are not 


aware of the Danger of them : But O remember what 

| our bleſſed Lon p faith, Math. 5. 34, 35. But I ſay wnto. 
For, Swear mot at all; neither by Heaven, for it is Go D's 
Throne ; nor by the Barth, for it is his Notſtoal; neither. by. 
'  Seruſalem, for it is the City of the * King. : ver. 37. Bu 
g et your Communication be Na, yea; Nay, nay: For whatſaguer . 
218 4 more than theſs cometh of Evil. My Friends, Sin and 
"£1 ity doth: ſa much abound in this Land, and is ſo 
23.5 2 * garded, that the Fear of Gop m be faid: to be 
Nen of this Place; the very ligion is in 
2 great, Meaſure . worn 6a 3 
5 deca 
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—_—_— And any poor Fer ſons or Families that er 
the Name of Gob, and are employed in Meaſure 
in Prayer and = to Go p, and are Iiſting uß a 
Teſtimony for his born-down Truths and Caufe in Score 
land, what are they but mocked and rediculed; called 
a Parcel of Hypocrites, and deſpiſed ; called Fools, a2 
Mob, and ſuch like? But O Sirs, take heed what you © 
are doing; it was for that poo» Mb that the Coumiel f 
Peace was held betwixt the FA THEN andthe Son from - Þ 
all Eternity; ir was for the fake of that poor Mob out gli. 
ous EMMANUEL took that long Journey from Heaven to 
Earth, took on him our Nature, became Sin for us 
who knew no Sin, travelled through a World of Sor- || 
rows and Tribulation, became a Man of Sorrows and ac. LY 
ee with Grief, Iſa. 53. 3. It was fer that Mob that 
red, John 17. 24. Pathey, I will that they alſo whom | 
thou huſt given me, be with me where I um, that they mr! 
behold —— which t hon haſt gi wen me; for thou lovedfs me 11 
before the Foundation of the World." It was for that poor, ÞÞ 
deſpiſed Mob that he ſuffered in the Garden, wreſtled  . Mt 


fwate great Drops of Blood; for tha he wote 4 i] 
Crown of Thorns; for that Mob he ſtood before Fiese 
Bar, and witneſſed a good Confeſſion, was ſcourged, ' 
and mocked, and ſpit upon; for that Mob he came 
forth wearing the Purple Robe and the Crom at é 
Thorns, and Plate eryipg out, Behold the Man! (Well  -J| 
might he ſay, Behold the Man: for never was there IJ 
ſack a Man ſeen fince the World began; a Man'in-: 37 
deed ; but more than a Man, no leſ than the Eternal ©? 
Son of Gop in our Nature, bearing Uporr him the 
Sins of the whole Elect World, all that Wrath that © 
ſhould have lien the Ele& World unto all Eterni- 
288 the M an Jesvs in one Hour. O\wonder- + - . 
Sight indeed! never did Angels or Men behold” -- 
e this; ) and for this Mob he #1 
mounted a Crofs, and was nailed to the accurfed Ire. '* -7F 
for that Mob he cryed out, % GOD, my GOD, why hat 
1 + >-% Eng — 6" "Ry 5 ; q regs | * : | 
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Dregs of his FarTnzR's Wrath, and died, was pierced 
i with a Spear, laid in a Grave, roſe again, and aſcend- 
it ed up on High, and fits en his FATHER's Right Hand; 
1 for their ſakes he employs all his Power and Interceſſi- 
| ö on with his Heavenly FATHER ; and for their ſakes he 
4 upholds the World; if it were not for their ſakes, the 
Fabrick of the World would ſoon be unhinged. O poor, 
blind World, you ſhould inſtead of deſpiſing that poor 
Mob, as you call them, love them ; for it 1s for their 
- Takes that the Earth is upholden beneath you, and the 
Heavens above you, for as ſoon as the Number of th 
Ele& World are all brought in, then immediately will 
the Son of Man 1 in the Clouds of Heaven, with 
Power and great (3lory, and gather all his poor, deſpiſ- 
ed Ones unto himſelf, where they ſhall be ſet down 
with him upon his Throne, as he is ſet down with his 
FATHER upon his Throne: And all theſe their Deſpiſ- 
ers ſhall with Shame and bitter Lamentation behold and 
ſee them receĩ d up into Manſions of Glory and eternal 
Bliſs; when they themſelves ſhall be ſentenced to everlaſt - 
ing Wo and eternal Miſery, and muſt take up their eternal 
Lodging with Devils and damned Spirits, with de vo- 
im Fire and everlaſting Burnings, Iſa. 33. 14. where the Warm 
\ dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched, Mark 9. 44. That 
Day will be a Time of bringing to Light hidden Things 


of Darkneſs ; a Day of unmasking many a poor, wretch- 
dend Hypocrite that have lien under a Mask of Profeſſion, 
and under that Mask have wrought much Wickedneſs 
and vile Abominations. It will bea Day of clearing off 
many precious Souls of many vile Reproaches that are 
now caſt and hath been caſt upon their Name and Re- 
putation in the World, for the fake of Jzsvs ChRIST, 
and liis Cauſe and Intereſt that they eſpouſed, in Oppo- 
ſition to a Carnal World. O' Sirs; what will be the 
Thoughts of many at that Day, when they with their 
Eyes fee CRI T, the great King of Glory, own that 
poor, diſperſed Remnant, [ that appeared bur ſmall, and 
is of no Account in the Eyes of a carnal World ] and em- 
VE + brace them in hiseverlaſting Arms of Mercy, and wel- 
14 come them into his FATHER's Kingdom, here 121 . 
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ſhall be ſet down with him on his Throne, as he is ſet 


with his FaTyzx on his Throne; O then will they 
change their Thoughts in a moſt terrible Manner; in 
vain will they then wiſh that they were in their Place ; 


9 


and in vain will they begin to cry ro the Hills and Mountains + 
to cover them, and hide them from the WW aih of him that ſtteth | 


on the Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb. O poor 
Shift, to cry to the Creature to hide them from tie 
Wrath of the CREATOR, who will then fit down Jud 
of the whole World, Angels and Men, there will 
then no hiding from his Face, no flying from his Sen- 
tence ; he is ſuch a Judge as will not be bribed or by. 
aſs'd, as many of the Judges of the Earth now a days 
are, who little regard the Cauſe of the Poor, bur he 
that gives the moſt Gold gets the Law oa his Side: 
Wo, Wo will be to them at that Day, who wreſt the 
Juſtice of the Law from the Poor and Needy ; but Gop 
Is a Judge who will not regard the Rich more than the 
Poor, the King more than the Beggar on the Dunghill, 
but will 8 every one according to his Works; 
then will be gathered together all Nations before him, 
and every one receive a Sentence according to that he 
hath done in the Body, whether it be good or bad. 0 


Sirs, were you but thinking on the Awfulnefs and Ter- 


ribleneſs of that Day, how would the Hearts of the 
Children of Men — to think on it: Were CHRIS TSC 


Second Appearance firmly believed, and deeply impref.' J. 


ſed on the Hearts ot Men and Women, what Manner 
of Converſations would they live in all holy Manner of 
Converſation and Godlineſs; O with what Seriouſneſs 
would Miniſters preach, and People hear. But alas, 
the moſt Part of the World do not believe the Truth ot 
theſe Things; eſpecially the young Clergy and great Folks 
in the Land, they look upon E Religion in it's Life 
and Pow er in all it's Parts, ſuch as, Searching the Heart, 
Trying their Ways, Contrition of Spirit, Brokenneſs of 
Heart for Sin, Heart Mortification, and Cructfying the 
Fleſh, and ſuch like, all to be but mere Fancics; and 
any poor Body that is employed that Way, in the ſe- 
rious Exerciſe of Religion, they look upon them 11 but 
14 | | 5s - | | ools 
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j 0 . ©, Heart of this People fat, and make their Ears heavy, 
their Eyes; leſt they ſee-with their Eyes, and hem with their 


of Congreg 


ex) 


IF Fools and Mad folk: But alas, they will be made to 


believe theſe Things to their fad Experience, when it 
will be too late; and, like the fooliſn Virgins in the 25. 


f - of Matthew 10 Verſe, to ſeek Oyl when the Door is ſhat. 
O tat ye were wiſe that ye underſtood theſe Things, 


that ye would conſider your latter End. O happy would ye 


be, it ye would in Time lay theſe Things to Heart, before 
they 


hw. 


hid from your Eyes. But alas, it looks as if a Spi- 
rit ot Slumber were fallen upon the Eyes of the generali 


| © bf both Miniſters and People at this Day; the very Life 


af Religion is almoſt worn out amongſt the 


great Part of 
both Minifters and People: That terrible Threatening, 
Ja. 6. 9, looks like as if it were gone forth from the 
Lord; Go and tell this People, Hear ye indeed, but underſland 
t; and (ee ye indeed, but perceive not. 10 Ver. Make the 
and ſnut 


Exrs, and underfiand with their Heart, amd convert and be 
healed. O what carnal and lifeleſs Preaching, and Pray- 


ning, and Hearing is there in your ſolemn Aſſemblies at 


th Dey And for Family and ſecret Prayer, it is almoſt 
worn out of the Land; and how can it otherwiſe be, 
for the very Succeſs of the Goſpel is marred by a Set 
of Carnal Preachers, that is violently thruft in to the 
Charge of many a poor Congregation through the Land; 


which doth evidently appear, that they have little Ac- 
quaintance with Gop and a Crucified CuRIS T, both 
by their Doctrine and Manner of Life; for had they a- 


ny Acquaintance with God, and knew what the Cha 
of a Congregation and the Worth of precious Souls 
were, they would never come in, nor embrace that 
Charge without the Conſent of the Congregation : For, 
can they, or any other of their Afiſtants think, that 
their Miniſtry will profit any in reclaiming Congre- 
tions, where the People will not hear them. hat 
iew is it that Judicatories ſhould have, in ſettling 
ations, bur the Glory of Gop and the Sal- 
vation of precious Souls * But it evidently doth appear 
otherwiſe in this Church at this Day, That the _ 
tories thereof -hath no, other View, by their Proceed” 
| | A 3 — ng 
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ings of their violet Intruſions upon Seen. ath by 4 Y 
choir riding Committees and Red-coat Elders, that all F 


the View they have, 1s to pleaſe this and the other Lord 


and Laird. through the Land, how ever diſpleaſing it 
may be to Royal Jzsvs King and Head of his Church, 
ock, carrying the Lambs in 


who is alwiſe tender of his 
his Boſom, and gently leading thaſe that are with Tot. But 
alas! little of that tender Spirit appears to be in the 
Hearts of the Judicatories ot this Church, who rule 
the poor Flock of Cheiſt with Force and Cruelty, by 
thruſting this and the other Clergy-man into the Charge 
of a egation, for a Piece of Bread, tho' all the 
precious Souls of theſè reclaiming Congregations ſhould 


periſh for lake of the Bread of their Souls, or be poiſon- 5 ; 14 
dd with unwholeſome Food; which is roo evidentix 


knqwn, that too much of it is among the Clergy of Sggt- 
land at this Day: Which leads me to ſpeak ſomewhat 
of the Sins of the Miniſtry that doth abound 1n this 
Church at this Day. e 
| I. Such as before their EN TRR T. 


1. Lightneſs and Profanity in Converſation, unſuit- 


able to that holy Calling which they do intend.” Little 
Gravity, and Sobricty, and holy Walking is to be ſeen 
amonglt the young Clergy that are training * the 
— Ainiſtry; but, on the other Hand, much Light- 
neſs and Wantonneſs, imploy ing themſelves in keeping 


Clubs and Balls with idle, vain Company, when they I £274 
ſhould be imployed in their Cloſets about the Study of - 
£ Holineſs, and theſe Things that are abſolutely neceſſa- 


ry for ſuch as are to take upon them 30 preach the ever- 
laſting Goſpel. "% 2 


2. Corrupt Educatian in the Prelatical, Serin an, and 9 


Arminian. Way; whereby many have drunk in Arminc- 


au, Soginian, and Arian Errors, to the Overthrow of the 


true Doctrine of Chriſt and him crucified. Some, and 
nat a few, are come to that Height of Profanity, to de- 
ny the Divinity of the Eternal Sox: of God, his being 
God as well as Man, and to deny the Truths of the 


Leriptures, and the Divine Revelation of the Spirit. 
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- ee be in CaR1ST, before they be in. 1 


| Cw ) 
the Miniſtry ; nor to have the practical Knowledge and 


Ex 

before they preach it to others. v1 | 

.- 4 Neglecting to fit themſelves for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, "in not improving Prayer and Fellowſhip 
with Gop, Education at Schools, and Opportunities 
and Means neceſſary for to fit them for a lively Miniſtry. 

5. Not ſtudying Self-denial, nor reſolving to take up 
their Croſs and follow Chriſt. 

6. Neglecting to entertain Sight and Senſe of Sin 
and Miſery ; not wreſtling againſt Corruptions, nor 
ſtudying of Mortification and Subduedneſs of Heart. 

II. In EN TERINd into the MINISTRY. 
1. Carnal, corrupt and crooked Ways in entering in- 
to the Miniſtry; ſuch as, Bribing, Solicitarion of 
Friends, and the like; whereby many enter not by the 

Door, but climb up ſome other Way 
2. By entering into the Miniſtry by taking unlawful 
Oaths, and ſuch like, contrary to the Word of Gop: 
3. Entering into the Miniſtry, only by Preſentations 
from Patrons, or by purchaſed Supplications from the 
Plurality of the Pariſhoners, without the Conſent of the 
Godly in the Pariſh ; and many Times by coming in 
upon a Pariſh, without ſo much as the Face of a Gall 
from any. of the Pariſh, but only the Patron and 
Aſſiſtance of the Presbytery, and ſometimes, without 
the Concurrence of the Pres ytery, by mere Authority ; 
whereby the Flock of Chriſt is ſcattered in a moft la- 
mentable Manner through the Land. 

4. Entering into the — without a reſpect to 

a Commiſhon from IEsus CuRISTH, by which it hath 
eome to paſs, That many kave run unſent. 
5. Entering to the Miniftry, not from the Love of 
| Cnn1sT, nor from Love to his Flock, nor from De- 
fire to honour God in gaining of Souls, but for By ends, 
for a Name, and a Livelihood in the World, notwith- 
ſtanding ſolenin Declarations to the contrary at their 
Adeifion. | Tk 


6. Some offering themſelves to Trial, without Abili- 


ies and Miniſterial Qual.hcations, and Agnes; 


\ \ { I by 5 » | 
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3 of the Myſtery of the Goſpel in themſelves, 
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ceal and bide their Weakneſſes, by making uſe of the 
„ Help and Pains af ſome Friends and Acquaintance, or 


. 
other Men's Papers in ſeveral Parts of their Trial; ane 
e ſome authotited to preach, and admitted to the Mini- 


* 


ip try, who have little or no Ability for performing the 
we Duries thereof. 1 5 5 


$4. * 
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Y- III. After their EnTzz1NnG into the Mix IST RT. 
wp Firſt, In their private Condition, and ward owe rl 
. I. Ignorance of Gop, want of Nearneſs with him, 


* and taking up little of Go b in reading, meditating and 
me ſpeaking of him. 5 | 
2. Exceeding great Sélfiſhneſs in all that they do, 
acting ſrom themſelves and for themſelves. | 


in- 3. Not careing how unfaithful others be, ſo being it 
of contribute a Teſtimony to their Faithfulneſs and Dili 
he ence D we being rather content, if not rqoycing/ at 

their Fault. 5 Ne 1 
ful 4. Leaſt Delight in theſe Things wherein lieth their | 
* neareſt Communion with God; great Inconſiſtenoe in 


"ns their Walk, atid neglect of acknowledging him in al?“ 
he their Ways. 4 


the 5. In going about Duties; leaft careful of thoſe which 

Goo are moſt remote from the Eyes of Men. 

all 6. Seldom in ſecret Prayer, except to fit for Publick 

nd Performances, and even that much neglected, or gone 
mor about very ſupetficially. ' — 6... ( 
ty » J. Glad to find Excuſes for the Neglect of Duties, 


la- both Publick and Private, and when performed, little 
is to be ſeen about them, but a formal, careleſs Indiffer- 4 
* eney, in a dead and lifeleſs Manner; little of the Life 
ath and Power of Godlineſs is to be ſeen in either Preach- 


c ing or Praying, | 
1 . 8. Neglecting the reading the Scriptures in ſecret for 
2 themſelves as Chriſtians; only reading them in 
© 


ras may fit them for their Duty as Miniſters, and 
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wral. Conſcience, and looking upon the ſame as an E- 
 _vidence of a real Change. BE Tg Ns | 
160. Little guard of, and watching over the Heart, 
and Careleſheſs in Self-ſcarching ; which makes much 
Vnacquaintedneſs with themſelves, and Eftrangedneſs 
from Gop. | | 
11. Not guarding nor 'wreſtling againſt ſeen and 
known Ills, eſpecially their Predominants. | 
12. A Facility to be drawn away with the Tempta- 
tions of the Time, and other Particulars, according to 
their Inclinations, eſpecially in taking unlawful Oaths, 
and obeying unlawful Acts, contrary to the Word of 
8 - - Gop, and the Principles of our holy Religion. 
13. Inſtability and wavering in the Ways of Gop, 
through the Fears of Perſecution, Hazard, os Loſs of 
Eſteem; and declining Duties, becauſe of the Fear of 
Jealouſies and Reproaches. | 5 
14. Not eſteeming the Croſs of Cyr1sT and Suffer- 
ings for his Name honourable, but rather ſhifuing Suf- 
ferings from Self-love and By-cnds beſt known to Gop 
and themſelves. / | . 5 
15. Not joy ning with theſe that are lifting up a Te- 
ſtimony for Chriſt, in a Day of Backſliding and Defec- 
tion, when the carved Work of the Houſe of Gop is 
like to be broken and ſhattered to Pieces. 9 
1656. Deadneſs of Spirit after all the fore Strokes of 
W_ ' Gop upon the Land. % 7 
137. Little or no Conſcience of ſecret Humiliation and 
Faſting by themſelves apart, and in their Families, that ! 
they may mourn for their own Sins and the Land's 
| Guiltineſs and great Backſlidings ; and little applying ] 
= ac Cauſes of pnblick Humiliation to their own Hearts. 
The Church of Scotland at this Day ſee little or no Cauſe 
for Pablick Faſting and Humiliation ; but O did they ; 
but look ſeriouſly to themſelves, the general De- 
| cay of Religion - amongſt all Ranks, the Love of ; 
. many is waxen cold, the great abounding of Iniqui- ( 
| „the horrid Abominations that are committed in the 
Land amongſt all Ranks, High and Low, Rich and t 
Poor, Magitrate and Subjects, Miniſters and ow le, 
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Maſters and Servants, Parents ind Child en 3 ll Flem 2 
have corrupted their Ways, the oy Life of Religion* | 


is almoſt worn out of the Land ; little or no Conſcience 


made of Family or ſecret Duties, either Sabbath-days 


or Week-days; many, now a- days, think if they attend 
a little on the Publick Work in Time of Divine Ser- 
vice, that is all that is required in Religion; few there 
that awful Sentence, Jer. 10. 25. 
Powr out thy Fury npen the Heat hen that know thee not, aud on 


are that think 


the Families that call not on thy Name. If theſe, and ma 
other Sins were laid to Heart and duly conſidered, bo 
Minifters and People would ſee 


Danger of neglecting theſe Duties, they would not be 
ſuppreſſing as they are, a poor Handful of Miniſters and 


People that are making ſome Conſcience of that greatand 


neceſſary Duty, eſpecially when Truth is every Day fal- 


* in the Streets, and Error, Blaſphemy and Profanity 
is ſo 


greatly abounding . But the great Part of Preachers 


now a- days is finding their own Pleaſures, when the 
great Work at their Hands. 


Lox is calling for ſuch 
18. Not laying to Heart the fad and heavy Sutferings 
of the People of God, and the not thriving of the King- 


dom of Jzsvs CuhRISsH Abroad, and the Power of God- - 


lir g amongſt themſelves. 


may... 
t Ground for Pubz. 
lick Faſting and Humiliation ; it they knew the great Y 


(0 


19. Refined Hypocriſy, deſiring ts appear indeed x a 1 


what they are not, 


cople, not their Exerciſe. | 
21. Artificial confeſſing of Sin without Repentance, 
Pr g to declare Iniquity, and to be ſorry for Sin, 


without reſolving to depart from it. 
22. Confeſſion of Sin much — even of theſe 
Things whereof they are convinced. 3 
23. Not reforming after ſolemn Acknowledgments 


and private Vows, thinking themſelves” exonercd after | 


Confeſhon. 


— 


20. Study ing more to learn the Language of Gos 


23. Readier to ſearch out and find Faults in others; 
than to ſee and take with them in themſelves. 


25. Eſtimation of Men, as e 
from them. FM . 5 42 8 26. 


* 


| 
| | 


. E n : 


4 


614. 

1 Not fearing to meet with Trials, preſumi in their 

own Strength to go through them ——— 1 

| 27. Not learning to fear by 9g Faults. af gracicus 
Men, nor mourning and praying for thera, 

228. Not obſerving particular Deliverances and Rods, 
Nor improving of them for the Honour of Gop, and 
Edification of themſelves and others. 

29. Little or no Mourning for the Corruption of their 


Nature, and leſs groaming under and longing to be de- 


livered from that Death, the bitter Root of all 
their other Evils. 
Secondly, In their Nos a Walk before their 


Fhcks and others. 

1. Fruitleſs converſing ordinarily with others, for 
the worſe rather than — better. 

7 + on} Jeſting away the Time wo eget inent 
and uſeleſs ourſes, very unbecoming 

of the Goſpel. K 

3. Spiritual 8 often dy ing in their Hand when 
they are begun by others. 

4. Carnal Familiarity with wicked and malignant 
Men, whereby they are bardned, the People of — 
ſtumbled, and they Was 5 — blunted. 

35 Slighting of! tene with theſe by whom they 
might profi 

x Defirng more to converſe with theſe that might 
better them by their Parts, than ſuch as might better 
| them by their Graces.” 

"Ro ſtudyin Opportunities of doing good to others. 
8. Shitting of Prayer and other Duties when called 
thereto, chooſing rather to ommit the ſame, than chey 
ſhould be put to them themſelves. 

9. Abuſing of Time in frequent Recxeations and Paſ- 
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Work of Gop. 


10. Taking little or no Time to, converſe wick you 
Men trait —— for the holy Miniſtry. 1 * 


ou eſpecially ſpending remaining Pat of the 


times, loving their Pleaſures more than Gon and. the | 


11. Common and ordinary Dilourhonth Lon” 8s 
Lop's 1 a vin gn Families, wg | 


( 


| 0 15 
; negleRt the more neceſſary Dutics of the Loud Day, 


| both in their Families and in ſecret. | | 
; 12. Slighting Chriſtian Admonition from any of weir 5 
Flocks or others, as being below them, and aſhamed o 
R _ Light and Warning from Private Chriſtians. of 
. Bie of, or Bitterneſs againft ſuch as deal free- | 
ly wth them by Admonition or Reproof, and 
unfaithfully wiah others that would welcome it off their 


14. Not making Conſeience of taking Pains on he 
Ignorant and Profane for their Good. 
x 15 Their not mourning for the Ignovance, Unbe- 


_ and Miſcarriages of the Flocke committed to their 


16. Impatient bearing with the Invemities of others , | 
t raſhly breaking out upom their Perſons, more than ſtu- 
$ dying to gain them from their Sins. - 
17. Not ufing Freedom with theſe of their Charge, 
n and for moſt Part ſpending their 'Time with them in 
common Diſcourſes, not tending to their Edification. 


+ 18. Neglecting Admonirien of Friends and others in 

» an evil Courſe. 5 

; 19 Reſervednefs. in laying our heiß Conditibo to o- 

7 thers that might 3 * TO 
2 n contrary igment, uh; - 49 

t Reforvednetcand Diſtance from. 22 being more 

* rc y to ſpeak of them than to them, and to Gow. for 

them. 


$ 21. Not woghed with the Faliings and Milſcarviages 
d of others; but rather taking Advantage thereof for juſ- 
7 tifying themſelves. | 
22. Talking of, and ſporting av the Faults.of others, ) 

— rather than compallionating obrhem. 
e 23. No Pains taking in Religipus orderi — 

1 ragte, an ſtudying to be Prarons.to other 

in ther Government of their own. 
1 24. Haſty Anger and Paſſion in thee Fandiconnd 

s Converſations. with others. q 

25. Covetouſneſs, Worldly-mindedneſs, and inordĩ- 
nate Deſire after the World and ire Thingsof this-Life, 
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3 28 which followeth a Neglect of the Duties of their 
= Calling, and being taken up for the moſt Part with the 
Things of this World. | | 

26. Want of Hoſpitality and Charity to the Mem- 
bers of CHRIS r. e ä | 
27. Not cheriſhing Godlineſs in the People, and ſome 
being afraid of it, even hateing the People of Gop for 
Piety, and ſtudy ing to bear down and quench the Spirit 


of God amongſt them, by not only diſcountenancing 
Fellowſhip-Meetings among the Chriſtian People, but 


diſcouraging the ſame in their Congregations ; a Duty 
much negleAed at this Day, and indeed not amongſt 


the leaſt of the Cauſes of the great Decay of Religion, 


and the wearing out of it's Life and Power, as is much 


to be ſeen at this Day in the Land. 
Thirdly, In the Diſcharge of Miniſterial Duties ; which 
is, 1ſt; In regard of laboxring in Word and Doctrine. 
1. Not entertaining that Edge of Spirit in Miniſteri- 
al Duties which they found at their firſt Entry to the 


Miniſtry. 4:2 ap 
2. Great Neglect of reading and other Preparation, 


or Preparatien merely Literal and Bookiſh, making an 


Idol ofa Book, which hindereth Communion with Gon, 
er preſuming on bygone Aſſiſtance, and praying little. 


3. Fruſting w Gifts, Parts, and Pains taken for Pre- 
paration, whereby God is provoked to blaſt good Mat- 


er well ordered and worded. 


4. Careleſs in imploy ing Chriſt, and drawing Virtue 
our of him, for making them preach in the Spirit, and 


in Power: | | | 
J. In praying for Aſſiſtance, they pray more for Aſ- 
fiſtance to the Meſſenger than the Meſſage which they 
carry; not careing what become of the W | 
be in ſome Meaſure of Aſſiſtance carried on in the Duty. 


6. The Matter they bring forth is nov ſeriouſly re- 
commended to Gop by Prayer, to be quickened to his 


People. 


. Neglect of Prayer after the Word is preached, that 


it may receive the firſt and latter Rain, and that the 


Loxp would put it in the Hearts of his People, by his 


Spirit, what they ſpeak te them in his Name. 8. Ne- 
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eglect to warn in Preaching of Snares and Sins 
in bub Affairs, by ſome; and too much, frequent, 
and unneceſſt ſpeaking, by others, of publick Buſi- 
neſs and Tranſactions. 

9. Exceeding great Neglect and Unskilfulgeſs 10 ſet 
1 the Excellencies and Uſefulneſs of JysVs CHRIST, 
and the New Covenant, which ought to be the great 
Subject of a Maniſter' s Study and Preaching | 

10. Speaking of CurisT more by Hear-ſa 
from Knowledge and Experience, or "any rel LOP 
ſion of him upon the Heart. 

11. The Way of moſt Part of Miniſters Padding 
too Legal, little Thing to be heard in many Sermons 
now a-days, bnt a Harangue of Heathen Morality, 

12. Want of Sobriety in Preaching the Goſpel, not 
favouring of any Thing but what is new; ſo that the 
Subſtantials of Religion bear bur little Bulk in many 

Sermons. _ 
| Net preaching Chriſt in the Simplicity of the 
Go pel, nor themſelves the People's Servants. for 
Curi1sT's Sake. 

I4. Preaching Cun!is r, not that the People ma 

him, but that they may think chen k] much him N 

15. Preaching anent CnRIST's leaving the Land, 
without Brokenneſs of Heart, or of ſtirring up them- 
ſelves to take hold of him. 

16. Not preaching with Bowels of Compaſſion to- 
* them who are in Hazard to periſh. g 

7. Preaching againſt Publick Sins, neither in ſuch _— 
Way, nor for ſuch an End as they of Wii for the ga 
ing of Souls, and drawing Men out o Ir ss but 
rather becauſe it is of their — * ſay 3 ” 
thing of theſe Evils. 

18, Not ſpeaking in a zealous Manner ag inſt Ma 
li _ Sectarians, and other ſcandalous Perſons, but 

great Unfaithfulneſs therein. 

Not ſtudying to know the particular Conditions 
of . 1 of the he People, that they may ſpeak to them 
accordi nor keeping a and thereof, the* con- 
el of he Uſctulneſs | ereof 


20. Not 


Ry | 0 18 | d 13 
20. Not wealling what may be moſt profitable and 
edifying, and want of Wiſdom in Application to the 
Fvera] Conditions of Souls; not fo careful to bring 
home the Point by Application, as to find out the Doc- 
trine; nor ſpeaking the ſame with that Reverence that 
becomes his Word, and Meſſage. 5 
21. Chooſing Texts wherein they have ſome bd. 
to ſay, rather than ſuiting to the Conditions of the Souls 
and Sho ; and frequent preaching of the ſame Things, 

that chey may not be put to the Pains of new Studies. 
2ꝗ2. Such a Way of reading, preaching, and praying, 
as puts them, in theſe Duties, farther from Gop. 

23. Too ſoon fatiihed in the Diſcharge of Duties, 
and holding all Challenges with Excuſes. 

24. Indulging the Body, and waſting much precious 
Time idlely. 

25. Tod much eyeing their own Credit and Applauſe, 
and being taken with it when they get it, and being un- 
farisfied when it is wanting. 

25. Timorouſheſs in delivering Gov's Meſſage, let- 
ting People dic in ringing Sins without Warning. 

27. Studying the Diſcharge of Duties, rather to free 
| 2 from Cenſure than to approve themſelves to 

. F | 
f 5 ary making all ws Counſel of we known to 

is People; and particu not giving Teſtimony in 
Times of Defedtion. Ws 4 a | 7K 
29. Not ſtudying to profit by their own. Doctrine, 
nor the Doctrine of others. | 

30. For moſt Part preaching, as they themſelves were 
not concerned in the Meſſage they carry to the People. 

31. Not rejoycing at the Converſion of Sinners, but 
content with the Unthriving of the LoRD's Work a- 

mongſt his People, as ſuiting beſt with their Minds; 
- fearing, if they ſhould thrive better, they ſhould be 
more put to it, and leſs eſteemed of by them. 

32. Many in Preaching and Practice bearing down 
| the Power of Godlineſs. TO 

33. They preach not as before God, but as to Men, 
as doth appear by the different Pains in their Preparati- 
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on to ſpeak to their ordinary Hearers, and to others to 
whom they would approve themſelves. = 54 

34 Not making the Miniſtry a Work in earneſt, as 
as a Thing to be accounted for, in every Duty; which 
makes much Laz ineſs and Unfuirfuineſs, doing Duties, 
rather to diſcharge their Calling than their Conſcience, 

2dly, Þ the Adnmmiſtration of the Sacraments; * 
(1.) In Baptiſm. 

1. Little _— in themſelves, or ſtirring up of o- 
thers to mind the Obligation that lies on them and o« 
thers, by their Covenant made with Gop in Baptiſm. 

2. Not inſtructing Parents in their Duty, nor charg- 
ing them with their Promiſe given at Baptizing of their 
Children, nor try ing what Pains they have taken to per- 
form the mee. 5 

3. Being very ſuperficial and formal in the Admini- 
ſtration of this Ordinance. ; x 

(2.) In the Adminiſtration of the LORD's Supper. 

1. In admitting of mixt Mulritudes unto the Lord's 

Table, not ſeparating betwixt the Precious and the Vile; 


too many Minifters are very importunate to invite a 
Multitude to the Lord's Table, that their Number 


may be great, praiſing them for their cheerful coming 
forward to the Loxy's Table, more than in prefling 
them to come to CHRIS F before they come to the ho- 
ly Table of the Loxp, and ſhewing them their Dan- 
ger in coming unworthily, and eating and drinking Dam 
nation t themſelves, not diſcerning the Lord's Body. 

2. Unequal Deal ing with Poor and Rich, in admitting 
to, or ſuſpending and debarring from the Lord's Table. 

3. Great Neglect to prepare for thai ſolemn Action, 
preparing for it more as Miniſters, than as Chriſtians: 

4. Carnal and unworthy Carriage of Miniſters at the 
Commupion, being more deſirous to have that Action 
by their Hands, with Credit to themſelves, than with 
Profit to the People. i 

5. Thinking when that Action is by-hand, that they 
* a Vacancy: from their Miniſterial Duties for a 

im. Le 3} FF ö 
6. Linle wyeſtling 855 5 the People prepared for 
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Voridiy Wiſdom, or merely 
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it, or the Guilt of profaning of it by themſelves and o- 
thers taken away. 
3ly. In Viſiting. 


I. Negligent, lazy and partial viſiting the Sick; if 


they be Poor, they go once, and only when ſent for ; 
if they be Rich, and of better Note, they go oftner, and 
unſent __ * deb E : 
2. Not knowing how to with the Tongue o 
the Learneda Werd in Seaſon to the weary and — 
ciſed in Conſcience, nor to ſuch as are under the Loſs 
of Husband, Wife, Children, Friends or Goods ; for 
the improving of their 'Trials for their ſpiritual Advan- 
tage ; nor to dying Perſons in their ſeveral Circumſtances. 
3. In wearyingin the Work of Viſiting, or ſhunning 
to go to ſuch as they eſteem Gracelefs. | 
4. Not viſiting the People from Houſe to Houſe, nor 
praying with them at fit Opportunities. 
a Aly. I Carechixing. 


1. Lazy in Catechizing, being careleſs in the Per- 


formance of ſuch a neceſſary Duty. | 
2. Not preparing their _ before, nor wreſtlin 
with Gop fora Bleſſing to it, becauſe of the Ordinarineſs 
and apprehended Eaſineſs of it; whereby the Loxn's 
VN is much taken in vain, and the People little pro- 
F It. ET | | 
3 Tg that Exerciſe as a Work below chem, 
and not condeſcending to ſtudy a right and profitable 

Way of Inſtructing the Loxy's People. 

4. Partial in Catechizing; by theſe that are 
Rich and of better Quality, tho* many of theſe ſtand 
= early in the greateſt = 15 ONS. | 1 
I. Not waiting upon and following the Ignorant, but 
. oaffonncely = 185Þ- ain for "Yi Corfu v 

b  - 5ly.. In Ruling and. Diſcipline, ' 

1. Not making uſe of this Ordinance of Church-Cen- 
- faxe for gaining of Souls, but turning it into a mere Ci- 
vil Puniſhment ; and, in the. Adminiſtration thereof, 
3 either coldrim, ob without a Spirit ot Meck- 
neſs; and uſing a Way either merely Rational, by 


2109 
1 Motives drawn from the Love of CHnIST ; an, by 
— * in Judicatories, putting a Human Shape 


hot sus CHRIST, carrying them- 


Ales in too ſtately a Way, like the Menof this World, 
2. Partiality in Adminiſtration of Cenſures, with Re- 
ſpect of Perſons ; not uſing the like fairhful Freedom to- 
wards High and Low, Rich and Poor : Ir is become too 
great a Cuſtom — this Land to buy Church-Cenſures 
with r I Poor and undergo Church- 
Cenſure, while the Rich are overlook d; as if a Juft 
Go would — them too 
3. Raſh taking upon them to open and ſhnt CnRIST 9 4 


4. 1 By their Practice, teaching (as it were) Formali- 
epentance, looſing when they were convinced 
HRIST- id not looſe. 


5. Following ſcandalous Perſons with the higheſt 


Cenſure of the Kirk, with little or no Care to hold I 


them up to Goo. 

6. Want of Compaſſion to theſe on n whom Diſcipline 
is cxarcifed. not labouring to convince them of Sin, 
but -imperiouſly and with Paſſion, inſtead of Zeal, 
threatning them ; thinking ir fufhcient it they be obey- 
ed, tho 80 be not gained to CnRISsr. 

7.4 , ſinful, and flight Cenſuring one ano- 
ther, at imes appo pointed for that End, in Presbyteries 
and war: and Neglect of faithful Love i in pony 
ing that Duty. | 

Admitring of Men to the Miniſtry who. were not 

qualFicd with Grace as well as Gitts, notwith 
the Word of Gop, and Conſtitutions of this Kirk, do 


require the one as well as the other ; which hath been "30 


the Fountain of many Evils. 

9. Great Unfaithfulneſs in bringing in and holding 
in 8 Perſons in the Miniftry, and keeping 
Genfures off unfaithful Men. 

10. Unfaithfiineſs in giving Teſtimonials and Re- 


commendations ; and 2 Perſons upon Teſtimo- 
nials merely negative; © WY Expectants and Stu- 
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11. Conſtituting Elderſhips of ſuch Men as are known 


to be ignorant, profane, and diſaffected to the 4 8 17 


rian Government of this Church, and being careleſs of 
having them conſiſting of the moſt able and Godly Men 
within the . ; a great Cauſe of much Igno- 
rance, Profaneſs and ſcandalous Carriage amongft the 
People; the admitting of Lords and Lairds into Seſſi- 
ons, is not amongſt the leaſt Cauſes of the great Back- 
flidivg and Defection chat is in the Church of Scotland 
at'this Day; many are admitted to be Elders in Con- 


gregations that are evidently known to be graceleſs and 


profane; for which it is no Wonder that a holy Gop 
plead a Controverſy with this Land and Church. 
12. Neglecting to remove from the Elderſhip ſuch as 
arc known to be 1gnorant and ſcandalous. | 
13. Neglecting to hold out the neceſſary Qualificati- 
ons and Duties of Ruling Elders, and to fiir them up 
to their Duty. | 


14. Not making Conſcience of keeping of Church 


Judicatories, but wea ing of the Expences and Attend- 
ances, whereby divers Things have been haſtered and 
miſcarried ; willingly deſerting of them, and ſhunning 
to give Teſtimony in them, for Fear of Inconveviencies. 
1 5. In chuſing of Members for Aſſemblies and Com- 
miſſions, of the younger Sort, and ſuch as are known to 
be no true Friends to the Presbyterian Government; 
they, with the Aſſiſtance of diſaffected Noblemen and 
Gentlemen that are Ruling Elders, carry on with an 
high Hand every Point, that comes before them, thar 
tends to the Oppreſſion of the poor Flock of CHRIST, 
and the breaking down of the Carved Work of Gop in 
mula . 7: „ 


16. Not regaining fairhful Proteſtations that are given | 


in againſt the ſiaful Acts and Proceedings of this Church, 
throwing them over Board without the leaſt Regard 
had to them ; whereby 1t.1s impoſſible, that Miniſters, 
who have any Meuſure of Faithfulneſs and Concern for 
the Glory of our Royal King Ixsus, can do any Service 


to the ſuppreſſing of Error, or any Injuries or Encroach- 


ments that are made upon the Rights of our Royal Ming 
of Zion. Wl 1 1 0 


* 


— — 2 — — WM. SY 1 


. 
17. Not ſtooping to a gaining Way in Debates, nor 
mak ing application to Gop for Knowledge of his Mind 
in Things debated, before they paſs in a Se 
18. Weary ing to hear Men fully who repreſent their 
Doubts, and to weigh all the Arguments that can be 
repreſented for the Negative, before the Affirmative be 
concluded. 8 ä 7 
19. Too great Animoſities in Judicatories, even a- 
bout Matters of ſmall Moment. | | 
20. Pride, Impatience, and Peremptorineſs of Spirit, 
not ſtaying on others Clearneſs in their Debates , and 
Concluſions ; through which it comes to paſs, that they 
judge raſhly of precious Men, and Alienation of Affec- 


tion ſteals ing and is entertained. . ; 
21. Haſty concluding of Acts, and preſſing Obedi- 
ence thereto, , without convincing Grounds holden forth 
from Scripture, for ſatisfying the LoxD's People. | 
22. Silence in Aſſemblies when unſatisfyed, being 
carried by Authority of Men; and too much follow- 
ing other Mens Light and ſuppreſſing their own. 
23. Making Votes ſubſervient to the Humours of 
Men and Human Intereſt. WES. 1a 
24. Some altogether neglecting wholeſome Acts and 
Conſtitutions of Aſſemblies, and others receiying their 
Acts too implicitely. „ 
25. 1 Tranſportations, by making them too 
frequent, and almoſt the ordinary Way of planting 
Places of Eminency ; ſometimes enacting them when 
there is no preſſing Neceſſity, and without endeavouriug 
the Satisfaction of the People intereſted, and without 
Care of proving them thereafter. | 
|  _ 6thly, In Relation to the Public. 
1. Not ſtudy ing the Controverſies of the Times, that 
they might be enabled to hold forth and convince Gain- 
ſayers of the Truth. om 
2. Not fearing to meddle in Matters too high for 
them; and defirtng to be taken notice of, more than to 
be ſteadable in the DIES: e 
3. Following of Publick Buſineſs with too much ne- 
cle& of their F ocks. $7 PR 
42525 4. Follow- _ 


8 


4. Following of Publick Buſineſs with much Prid 
and Paſſion and Leftineſs of Spirit, upon Carnal Prin- 
ciples, and Deſire to be eſteemed of, rather than true 
Zeal to Jxsvs CuyRisT and his Matters, and with little 
or —— 2 0 | 4 

Being too inſtrumental in bringing diſaffected Per- 
| ſents to Publick Truſt. $5 

6. Too cafily ſatisfied in ſuch Things as do tend to 
the Prejudice of the Intereſt of Curi1sT. 

7 Not uſing Minifterial Faithfulneſs and Freedom in 
teſtifying againſt what they are truly convinced is ſinful 
and diſhonouring to Gop, and wounding to our glori- 
ous EaMANVEL, in Publick Affairs; but winking at 
them, tho* they know they are done directly to the 
breaking down the Carved Work of the Houſe of Gop: 
But inſtead of teſtifying againſt them, they obey all 
the ſe ſinful, Gop-diſhonouring Oaths and Acts, that 
are invented by Helliſh Inſtruments againſt the Beauty 
and 8 reedom of Presbyterian Government in 
this Church : Witneſs that HE L LIS H ACT anent Cap- 
tain Jom Porteoys !' a Man given to all Manner of Abo- 
minations in his Life, and a Cruel Murderer of many 
poor Innocents a little before his Death, by which Act 
the Generality of Minifters of this Church are ſtained 
and guilty of Obedience, either directly, or indirectly. 
O Wickedneſs to make the Pulpit of CnR Is, 
which is appointed for no other End, but to Proclaim 
the Infinite Myſteries of Redemption, in the Glorious 
and never enough admired Contrivance of Salvation 
through the Death of a Saviour IEsus CHRIS TH) which 
Things the Angels deſire to 7 imo; it is their Work ſince 
the World began, and will be the Work of Angel: 

and glorified Saints, to look into that unſearchable 
Myſtery to the Ages of endleſs Eternity, and will ne he 
ver be at the Depths of that Myſtery: O tis pleaſany 
"Work! and with what holy Curioſity do theſe Spirit 
dive into that Myſtery, without wearying of their Wor 
O Sirs, it will be unweariable Work of glorified Saint 
and Angels to ing theſe lofty Praiſes of Redeemin 
Love, to JEHOVAH and the n f 


h . ; 


es Ages of Eternity, Rev. 5. 9, 12. 4nd they ſung a new 


ue Song, ſhim, Thou art worthy to take the Book and to open the 


tle | alt thereof, for thou watt lain, and haſt redeemed us to GOD | 


by thy Biood. --ſaying with a loud Voice, Wortky is the LAMB 
er- har was ſtain, &c. O Sirs, tis a new a Song, and will 
ay be new.to the Ages of Eternity, and will never wear 
oa; far the longer. they behold the lovely Face of that 
Worthy LAu of Gor, the more Myſteries will the 
1in | behold, O what ſhould the World think of ſuc 
Mal © blinded Preachers, but rather Carnal Worldly Men, 
ori- || who, for Fear of the World and the Things of the 
at World, bring a Mwatrer in the Room of that Worthy 
the Laus of Gop, Zion's King, and will reign in Zion, in 
op: ſpight of all the Powers of Hell and Darkneſs. O Sirs, 

if our Great Lord and REDENIAER had been as faint- 
that | hearted when he went on in that great Work of Man's 
aury | Redemption, againſt all Powers of Hell and Darkneſs, 
at in (as many of the Miniſters in Scotland were, thar, for 
Cap- Fear of a little World's Loſs, deſerted their Kirk, and 


Abo- left their 88 deſolate,) the Work of our 


Redemption had eternally marred. But, O Glory, 
Glory to his Name, that he went on cheerfully, in Op, 
poſition to all that could ſtand in his Way; the Day of 
Vengeance was in his Heart, and the Year of his Re- 
deemed was come; and he looked, and there was none to 
help, and he wondered that there was none to uphold ; therefore 
his own Arm brought Salvation unto kim, ani his Fury it up- 


him undergo the greateſt of Sufferings, yea even to wade 
through a Sea of Blood for their Sakes: He had a Bap- 
tiſm to be baptized with, an O how was be ſtraitned till it was 
sccompliſhed, Luke 12. 50. and was never at Reſt, till 
he cried out upon a Croſs, I is fariſbed, O faint-hearted 
Miniſters and People, that turn their Back upon CuRIS＋ 
in a Day of Backſliding and Defection, that will nor 
come out and appear for Cux is and his Cauſe, when 
Enemies are violently robbing Him, and pulling the 
Crown from his ſe Head hs” ou err greatly in not 


lifting up a Teſtimony againft Publick Defections and 
— in the Land, and.in yet joliting and bear. 


keld him, Iſa. 63. 4, 5. Love to the Elect World made 


Sx 


ing Burden with the Loxy's Faithful Servants and Peo- 
ple that have lifted up a Teſtimony for the Cauſe of 
Cnxis r, and are Teſtifying againſt the abounding Er- 
rors and Backſlidings of the Day. Ir is unqueſtionable, 
that there are ſome, both good Miniſters and People, 
that are yet in the Communion of the preſent Church ; 
but ſure it is, that they are far out of their Duty at this 
Time, while they ſtand afar, and looking on, while 
the Carved Work of the Houſe of God is breaking 
down in all Corners of the Land: Some of them who 
formerly appeared well, not long ago, againſt the Defec- 
tions of the Day, and did contend not a little for the In- 
tereſt of CHRIS T, yet now have ſhamefully turned their 
Back upon the ſame, and have joined themſelves with the 
Enemies of Zion's King; and doing now all they can, 
huth by doing and writing, againſt thoſe that are the 
Witneſſes of CRI TH: But it was till ordinary, in all 
Ages of the World, that thoſe who once appeared va- 
liant for CyR1sT, that when they turned their Backs on 
bim, they were the moſt violent Enemies to Truth in 
the Land. May the Loxy, in the Abundance of his 
Grace and Mercy, prevent, that it be not the Caſe of 
* ſome at this Day. Bi there are, that formerly ap- 
red for CHR1sT, that now look as if they were in a 
deep Sleep, that appear neither on the one Part nor the 
other, that are neither contending within, nor yet wit- 
neſſing wittout ; whether it proceeds from Want of 
Light as to the Duty of the Day, or from Fear of ap- 
8 Dangers, God, and their own Conſcience 
 knoweth: O that the Spirit of Light from J=svs may 
enter into their Souls and give thom Light, that they 
may know what they are loudly called to at this 
Day, that they may give Glory ro Gop before he cauſc 
Darkneſs, before their Feet ſtumble upon the high 
Mountains, and while they look for Light, and Jo, 
he turn it into the Shadow of Death. N 
A Hir EXHORTATION *#o the MixisTzas 
of the Goſpel in this Church. | pt 
O you that bear the Name of Miniſters of the Gof: 
pe}, but alas, little more than the Name is to be ſeen 
| — 89 > amongſt 
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V 
mongſt many of you at this Day, O will you not con- 
N all = Wrongs chat ou have done to 
CHxisT and his poor Flock in this Land, will you 
now be perſwaded to turn to the Lord by Repentance, 
and lay afide the Weapons of our Rebellion, that you 
have lifted up againſt a lovely and tender Jzsvs, while 
there is yet Hope, and the Door of Mercy is open, and 
there is yet Acceſs ; the Call is to you, Tb 5, O Men, 
I call, and my Voice is to the Sons of Men, Prov. 8 4. You 
are now thruſting with Side and Shoulder at the poor 
Wirnefles of Jzsvs, and renting their Name and Re- 
putation, caſting all the vile Reproaches- upon them 
poſſible you can, to ſtop the Work of the LoRD Jasuvs 
m their Hands, oy making them appear as vile you can 
inthe Eyes of a Carnal World but remember, that the 
Witnefles of CuRISsT were ay precious in his Sight, 
and will be precious in his Eyes to long Eternity, 1. 
43. 4. Since thou waſt precious in my Sight, thou haſt been ho- 
nourable, and I have loved thee : And, they that touch a- 
ny of the leaſt of his little Ones, touch the Apple of 
his Eye, Zech. 2. 8. And, for as well as you thruſt at 
them now, c're long Gop, in his hot Diſpleaſure and 


avenging Wrath, will thruſt at you with the Arrows of 
Divine Wrath for ever, to long endleſs Eternity, ex- 
cept you repent. O therefore, this, and be a- 


fraid, ye that forget GOD, | leſt he tear you in Pieces, when 
none will be to deliver you, Plal. 30. 22. When CurisT, 
that Great Impartial Judge, mounts his Royal Throne 
of Judgment at the laſt Day, you will not then have 
Great-men and Lawyers to take your Part, no; how 
ever fair they may ſpeak you now, and how ever well 
they fide you agus CHR1$T and his little Remnant. 
You think all is now well with you, when ſuch and 
ſuch Perſons of Note and Quality s on your Side, 
and takes Part with you againft CHRIST and his poor, 
deſpiſed People: True it is, the Generality of Great- 
men and Lawyers were ay againſt CnRISsT and his 

Flock, ſince the World ; and in the Days of his 
Fleſh, the Scribes and Phariſees were the greateſt Ene- 
mies that our Dcar —_ they were ay Iying at 


| [ the Catch, waiting to entangle him in his Talk; few 


of them were ever found to be amongft the Witneſſes 
of CHR1sT to this very Day, they were ay diſpleaſed 
when they ſaw any Thing done to the Honour of 
CnRisT, Marth. 21. 15. When the chief Prieſis and the 
. Seribes ſaw the wonderful Things that he did, ani the Children 
crying in the Temple, and ſaying, Hoſanua to the Son of Da- 
vid, hey were ſore diſpleaſed : Likewiſe when the Officers 
returned with the Report of CHRIST, John 7. 46. they 
ſay, Never Man ſpake like this Man: True it was, never 
Angels or Mag could: ſpeak ſuch gracious Words as 
came from his holy Mouth, he ſpake the Words of e- 
ternal Life to a loſt World. O bleſſed are they that 
will open their Ears to hear, and their Hearts to receive 
ſuch gracious Words as came droping from the Mouth 
of lovely Jxsus, that ſpake as never Man ſpake: Ay, 
but then anſwered the Phariſees, Are 9e alſs deceived ? 
Have any of the Rulers or the Pharilees believed on. him? But 
this People that know not the Law, are curſed. Therefore 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel have but a poor Thing to 
brag of, That the Great-men and Rich Men of the 
World are on their Side: For our blefled Lok tells 
us out of his own Mouth, Matth. 19. 23. Then ſaid Je 
wnto his Diſciples, Verily I ſay unto you, that a rich Man ſhall 
hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heawen. 1 Cor. 1. 26, 27, 
28, 29. For ye ſee your Calling, Brethren, how that not many 
wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are 
cated ;. but GOD hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World, to 
confound the wiſe; and GOD hath choſen the weak Things of the 
World, to confound the Things that are mighty ; and baſe Things 
of the World, and Things which are deſpiſed hath GOD choſen, 
yea, and Things, which are not, to bring to naught Things that 
are, that no Reſb: ſhould glopy in his Preſence. We read but 


of a few Times that Ch RIS T rejoyced when he was in 


the World; but this was one of them, Luke 10. 21. J 

that Heur Jeſus rejoyced in Spirit, and ſaid, I thank thee, C 

Fur her, LORD of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe 

Things from the wiſe and prudent,” and haſt revealed them uit 

Babes: Even. ſo Father, for ſo i: ſeemed good in thy Sight 
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Folly, in neglecti 
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folk, nor yetthe 


if ye would deſire to rejoyce at that Day, when CHRIS T 


the great King of Zion, will cow? in the Clouds of 
Heaven with Power and great GI y, attended with an 
irmumerable pany of Ang. „ and the Spirits of 


juſt Men made perfect, and mount that awful one of 
Judgment, and will there paſs a juſt Sentence upon all, 
and will reward every one according to their Works. 
O Deſj iſers of CuxisT and his Intereſt, tremble to 
think how you wil look the great Judge in the Face! 
You that are unfaithful Miniſters and unfaithful. People, 
that have a Hand in breakitig down the carved Work 
of the Houſe of Gov, and Are oppreſſing his poor Wit- 


neſſes that are lifting up a"I Mimony for his Covenant- 


ed Work of Reformation” in Seorland; you that are 
Mockers and Deſpiſers of all ſerious Religion, remem- 
ber that awful Word, Behold, ye Deſpiſers, wonder, and 
periſh ! O what is it that they will wonder at, at that 
Day ? 1. They will wonder at the Majeſty of Gop, 
and the Glo 4 will ſurround the Throne of the 
LamB. 2. They will wonder at their Madneſs and 
ſo great a Salyation. when it was 
ſo freely offered to them in the moſt eaſie Terms of the 
ä 1” in Goſpel. 3. They will wonder at their own 
Miſery, and theſe everlaſting Torments that they muſt 
endure through the Ages of long endleſs Eternity. 4. 
They will wonder to ſee how the meek Lans of Gob 
will welcome all his Ranſomed Ones, whom they de- 
ſpiſed and abhorred, and look'd upon as the 'Troublers 


of the Earth; they cannot now endure to mention their 


Name but in Scorn and Reproach, but then in vain 


would they give ten thouſand Worlds, if it were in 
their Power, to be in their Place. O you that are do- 


ing all that is ig your Power to marr the Work of the 
LoxD in their Hand, O how will you bluſh and be 
confounded at that Day, when the meek Lams of Gop 
will welcome them into his FATHER's Kingdom, and 


will 


2 


e great Multitude that followed Cu AIs rr; 
therefore, O turn to Gõ p, and turn your Eyes to the 
Faithful of the Land, and join with theſe that are the.» 
Witneſſes of Cu RISr, however few and mean they arg, 
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|. Flock, confi 
| Mo be to the Shepherds of Iſrael; that ro feed themſetves : Should 


; 30 9 
will wipe off all the Reproaches and Calumnies that you 
that 


have caſt upon them; there will be a Decifion at 

Day of Matters in a juſt and righteous Manner; no Re- 
1 of Perſons will be there, but ir will be truly known 
-who have been the Followers of the Lams, and who not. 


And in order to perſwade you to return to the Lox [x- 
sus, who declares he hath no Pleaſure in the Death of the 
Wicked, Conſider theſe few Things; 1. What will you do 
at the Day of Death, when you will be forced to leave 
your woridly Pleaſures and vain Glory, and bid an eter- 


nal Farewel to all Things below! O how will your 


Conſciences gall you to the very Heart for your unfaith- 
ful Dealing with the poor Flock of Ixsus committed to 
our T > ny that have fed yourſelves and not the 
er that awful Threatning, iEzck. 34. 2--9. 


wot the Shepherds feed the furt? Ne eat the Fat, and clothe you 
with the Whol ; ye kill them that are fed, but ye feed not the 
Flock : the diſeaſed have ye not flrengthned, neither have ye healed 
that which was ſick, neither have ye bound vp that which Was 
broken. neither have ye brought again that which was driven a- 
way, neither kave ye ſought that which was loſt; but with Force 
and with on have ye ruled over them, and they were ſcat- 
rered, becauſe there was no Shepherd, and they became Meat to 
all the Beafts of the Hela when they were ſcattered. My Sheep 
wandercd through all the Momtains, and upon every high Hill, 
wea, my Tlock was ſcattered upon all the Face of the Earth, and 
one did ſearch or ſeck after them: Therefore, ye Shepherds, hear 
the Word of the LORD; As I live, ſaith the Lord GOD, Swrely 
becauſe my Flock became a Prey, and my Flock became Ment to e- 
very Beaſt of the Field ; becauſe there was no Shepherd ; neither 
aid my Shepherds ſearch for my Hoch, but the Shepherds fed 
themſelves and fed not the Flock : Therefore, O ye Shepherds hear 
the Mord of the LORD, Thus ſaith the Lord GOD, I am againſt 
the Shepherds, and will require the Flocks at their Hands. Now 
this is the Caſe with the Shepherds of Scotland at this 


_ they are oppreſſing and ſcattering the poor Flock 
of CHRIST JESVUs upon every high Mountain and upon 
ever high Hill ; they are feeding themſelves, and not 

5, they are eating the Fat, and clothing them- 
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ſelves with the Wool, which is top evidently ſeen, by 
thruſting themſelves in upon Congregations over their 
Belly: But remember, Gop will require the Flock at 
your Hands, and will charge you with the Blood ot their 
Souls. O if Miniſters of the Goſpel did but conſider the 
Value and Worth of every precious Soul under their 
Charge, how would they wreftle, Jacsb like, Night and 
Day, with their great Lox and Maſter, that he, who 
can open the Eyzs of the Blind, may open their Eyes to 
ſee the Hazard they are in every Moment of periſhing e- 
ternally. O Sirs! may it not gall you to the very Heart, 
to ſee ſo many poor, graceleſs Families and Perſons un- 
der your Charge in a periſhing State and Condition, be- 
holding them without being troubled at ir. Holy David, 
tho « Kin was grieved at the Heart to ſee the periſh- 


ing State of the Wicked, Rivers of Waters run down mine 


Eyes, becauſe they keep mt thy Law, Pſa. 119. 136 but a- 
las! how lamentable is it, to think that the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, at this Day, will ſtand and ſee how the Laws 
of (30D are broken every Day before their very Face ; the 
Name of Gon and his Sow Ixsus CR iS r blaſphemed ! 
and his holy Sabbath prophaned, his Ordinances flighted 
and abuſed, and yet never a Word of Reproof for it, 
but, on the other Hand, crying, Peace, Peace ; when there 
is ne Peace, Jer. 8. 1 1. For they have healed the Aw't of the Daugh- 
ters of my People Ager, ſaying, Peace, Peace; when there is ne 
Peace: But even tho ſome of them may think they will 
diſpenſe with a great deal, and many do go down unto the 
Grave without any Challenge in their Conſcience. Bur 
then, 2. O how will you ſtand before the Judge of the 
Quick and the Dead and give an Account of your Stew- 
ardſhip ? how will you anſwer then for your Unfaithful- 
neſs ? your careleſs Preaching and caldrife Prayers? O 
what will you fay, when you ſee many a poor Soul, that 
* rather lull'd aſleep than awakened, go down to ever- 
aſting Flames with you ! curſing you, and bewailing the 
Day Tar ever they were under your Miniſtry? You 


now preach fairer Things to them, and are loath to a- 
waken them ; but Then they and you will hear other 
Things, and will be awakened to their fad dr 

Y | | when 
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vrhen they will hear the great Judge pronounce that 
awful Sentence, Depart form me, ye curſed, into everlaſting 


Frre, * for the Devil and his Angel, Matth. 2 3. 
1 


Tis eaſie for poor, unbelieving Souls to read over and 
hear ſuch and ſuch a Sentence in the Word of Gop, mu- 
ny now can read it over a hundred Times without ever 
being concerned about it ; but O then will they hear it 
aſter another Manner, when the greit Gop himſelf will 
fay to this and the other Wretch, Go ye curſed, go ye Sab- 
bath-breaker, go ye profane Swearer, ye Drunkards and unclean 
Perſons, go ye unjuf# and covetous Perſons, and all Liars; Time 
was when Salvation was in your Offer, and ye would not ; but 
num you mutt whether you will or not, Depart from me, and dwell 
fur ever with Devils and damned Spirits. O that the Sons 
of Men were wiſe, that they underſtood theſe Things, 
while Time is: Now 15 the acceptable Nine, nom is the Day 
of Salvation. If ary Man hear my Voice, and open the . Door, 1 
will come into him, and ſup with him and he with me, Rev. 3. 
10. The Door of Mercy is now open, and a loving Sa- 
viour ſtanding with out- ſtretched Arms ready to re- 
ceive every returning Prodigal to his FA THER's Houſe, 
where all Thingsare ready and prepared for them ; but 
Wo, Wo will be for ever to off om that refuſe ſuch 
Offers of infinite Mercy and amazing Grace, as is held 
forth to all in the Terms of the everlaſting Goipel. 

3. O what will ye do to all Eternity, when you and 
they muſt take up your eternal Lodging amongſt Devils 
and damned Spirits, where there will be no Reſt Day 
nor Night, but to dwell for ever with devouring Fire and 
everlaſting Barnings, Jer. 23. 2. You now have your plea- 
Fant Days with them in the periſhing Pleaſures of the 
World and its alluring Vanities; but O then, what a 
dreadful Change will it then be, when you and they 
muſt wallow 1n one anothers Arms, to long endleſs E- 
. ternity, in the Midſt of the Flames of the Wrath of an 
avenging Gon, World without End. O therefore will 
ye be wife, and lay theſe Things to Heart before it be 
tco late! an Eternity of endleſs Glory or endleſs Miſe- 
ry and Wodepends upon the little Hand-breadth of pre- 
ctous Time that is now in your Hand: O provide Oil 


> 
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„ 
in your Veſſels, that your Lamps may be burning when 
the Cry is heard, Behold, the Bridegr oom cometh! for if once 
the Door be ſhut, it will never be opened to all Eterni- 
ty. O rouze up your ſelves, and awaken ſleeping Sinners 
under your Charge ; O awaken them in Time, that the - 
Flames of Hell awaken them not: Set the Trumpet to your _ 
Mouth, and ſhew my People their e, and the Houſe of. 

Jacob their Sins, Ila. 58, 1. O tell the Great as well 
as the Small; O tell them of their Drunkennefs, © 
tell them of their Whoredom, tell them of their Curſ- 
ing and Swearing and their abominable profaning the 
Name of Gop ; tell them of their Sabbath-breaking, ar. 4 
profaning the Lo D's Day by Idleneſs, their unlawfulRe- 
creatjons,their not attending on Ordinances, their Neglect 
of Family and Secret Prayer, Week-days and Sabbath- 
days; tell them of their unlawful Gain, and their cruel 
Oppreſſion of the Poor, and Unjuſtice to one another; O 
diſcharge your Duty faithfully, that their Blood may not 
be required at your Hands; Exeł. 3. 17. 18,19. Sen of Man, 
I have made thee a Watchman to the Hoſe of Iſrael,; therefore 
hear the Mord at my Mouth, and give them Warning from me: 
When 1 ſay unto the Wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die; and thou 
giveſt him nat Warnjng, nor ſpeakefs to warn the Wicked from 
his wicked Way, to ſave his Life ; the ſame wicked Man ſhall 
die in his Iniquity, but his Blood will I require at your Hande: 


Tet if thou warn the Wicked, and he turn not from his Wicked- 
neſs nor from his wicked Way, he ſball die in his Taiquity ; but 


thou haſt delivered thy Soul. O remember this is your Dy- 
ty, and *tis better to obey God than pleaſe the ſinful 
Humour .of Men, for *tis with God that you have to do, 


however ill wicked Men may take it from your Hands; 


for the Wicked of this World at this Day cannot endure 
of faithful Miniſters, for they love to ly till in their 


Sins, Ja. 30. 8, 9, 10. Now go write it before them in a Table, 


and note it in a Book, that it may be for the Time to come for 
ever and ever, That this is a rebellious People, lying Chilaren, 
Children that will not hear the Law of the LORD; which ſay to 
the Seers, See not; and to the Prophets, Bropheſie mt unto us 
right Things ; ſpeak aue us ſmoath Things, An Deceit s. 
Theſe Miniſters that are faithful in their Loxp and 
: 3 Maſter's 
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Maſter's. Work, they are now become a Reproach and 
a Wonder unto many: But O come forth, and put to 
| your Hands to the Work of the Lord in a Day of De- 
ection and Backſliding, and in a Day of treading down 
and trampling upon the Truths and royal Privileges of 
CHR1sT, our glorious King of Zion. O be amongſt thoſe 
that are mourning for our Zion at this Day; Ja. 22. 4, 
5. Therefore ſaid I, Look away from me, I will weep bitterly ; 
labour not to comfort me; becauſe of the Spoilings of the Daugh- 
ters of my People: For it is a Day of Trouble, and of treading 
down, and of Perplexity by the LoRD GoD of Hoſts in the Fal- 
dey of Viſion, breaking down the Walls, and of erying to the 
| ains. O come and put to your Hands to build up 
the fallen Tabernacle of our glorious Da vid, by cleav- 
ing to his Cauſe and Intereſt. O ſtudy CurisT, and 
preach Cu RIS H to your Hearers: Change the Strain of 
your Doctrine from your Moral Harrangues to the Goſ- 


'- _ pel Strain: O preach Car1sT the Power of Gop, and 


the Wiſdom of Gop, to the Salvation of all them that 
believe: O prie into the Myſteries of Redemption through 
a crucified but now glorified Redeemer, and the more 
you ſtudy to know of him, the more Myſteries will you 
ſee in him, and the more will you deſire ro ſec in him, 
and the more will you deſire to know of him. O if Mi- 
nifters of the Goſpel had but a View of him by Faith, 
if they ſaw but a little Glimpſe of his amazing Glory, 
O how would they be raviſhed with his adorable Beau- 
ty and Excellencies, they would be non-plus'd how to 
hold him forth to others: O Sirs, CHRIS r is a — * 
enough to ſerve Men and Angels to ſtudy and preach in 
Time and to Eternity, and will never win to the Depths 
of that Myſtery for ever and ever. O Sirs! were CRI T 

the Matter of your Preaching, and Pray ing, and Study 
all the Day, O how bleſſed would you be in Time, and 
bleſſed to all Eternity; 1 Pet 5. 2, 3, 4. Feed the Flock of 
God which is amongſt you, taking the Over-(ght thereof, not 
by Conſtraint but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre. bat of a reaty 
Mind, neither as being Lords over Gop's Heritage, but being 
Enſamples to the Flock ; and when the chief Shepherd ſhall ap- 
pear, je ſhall receive # Crown of Glory that ſhall not fade wn 
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Now's Word to all the Hearers of the Goſpel. . 
Firft, To rheſe that ave Strangers to CHRIST. O you 
that have lived all your Days, to this Time, without 
ever ſo much as a Thought of Gop or your precious 
Souls, O will you confider what you are doing, and 
whether you are going; Time will not be long till you 
muſt take up your eternal Lodging in another World, 
and O how doth it concern you to know whether you 
ſhall be am that woful Company that muſt rake up 
their eternal Lodging amongſt Devils and damned _ 
rits, where there is Nothing but Weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of Teeth, where their Worm dieth not, ana the Fire is 
not 1 9. 44 three Times over it is expret- 
ed by our bleſſed Lox D in one Chapter, to coufirm us 
of the Reality of it ; or whether you ſhall be amongft 
that bleſſed Society of Angels and the Spirits of juft 
Men made perfect, where your Arms ſhall be bleſſed 
in embracing, and your Eyes bleſſed in beholding that 
worthy LAus of Gop for ever and ever. O Sirs ! Sal- 
vation is a more concerning Work than many are aware 
of : If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved '; where ſhall the Ung 
and the Sinner appear? 1 Pet. 4.18. Religion, for the m 
Part of it, appears unto many to be but a mere Fancy: 
But O conſider it will be no Fancy when you are to 
ſtep in to long Eternity, when your Eye-ftrings are be- 
ginning to break, and thoſe that look out at the Win- 
dows are darkned, when Death is faſt purſuing you, 
and ready with his Arrows to give you the laft Blow, 
and Devils ready at your Bedſides to receive and take 
your precious Souls'down to Wo and everlaſting Mi> 
ſery for evermore.O think upon this, you that have de- 
ſpiſed many a precious Offer of CHRIS and Salvation 
thro* him, you will never get another Offer of CHRIS T 
after Death. O Pra crleſy Perſons, that live in the Ne- 
fleet of Family and Secret Prayer, you that can go to Bed 
at Night and riſe in the Morning without ever bowing a 
Knee or calling upon God in Prayer; O Drunkards,think 
upon this, you that think nothing to ſpend whole Days 
and Nights at your Cups, but cannot think to 4e one 
Hour With God, in the grear Work of your Cloſets, about 
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your eternal Salvation; O profane Swearer, that abuſes 


the ſacred and holy Name of God in your common and 
ordinary Diſcourſes ; O Sabbath-breakers, think upon 
this, you that profane the holy _ of the LoRp, the 
Memorial of the Reſurrection of our bleſſed Lo RD 
* who roſe from the Dead on the firſt Day of the 

eck, having finiſhed the Work of our Redemption, 
a Work that never ſhould be out of our Minds; 0 
think upon this, you that weary of Sermons, and wea- 


ry of Prayers and Praiſes, and ſpend the holy Day of 


the LoRD in ſinful Paſtimes and Recreations, when 
you ſhould be employed in the great Work of your Sal- 
vation; O you that think your ſelves too gentle to litt 
up your Lips in ſinging the Praiſes of Gop in the Aſſem- 
blies of his Saints, what will come of you when you 
ſhall be ſhut out from the bleſſed Society above whoſe 
eternal Work will be to ſing the Song of Moſes and the 
Lams for ever and ever; O ye that mock at Religion 


and the Worſhippers of Gop, what will come of you 


when your Bands ſhall be made ſtrong with the Chains 
of everlaſting Darkneſs ! O all you unjuſt Perfons, that 
are unjuſt in your Dealings with one another, and are 
oppreſſing the Poor under you, what will become of 
you when you will be weighed in the Balance of a juſt 
Gop! O Liars and falſe Accuſers, who love not the 
Truth, but employ your ſelves in inventing of Lies, 


and reproaching the poor Followers of J=svs, what 


will come of you when you muſt ſtand before the Gop 
of Truth? You loved Lies, and therefore you mull 
dwell with the Father of Lies for evermore O un- 
clean Perſons, that live and wallow in your abomi- 
nable Luſts and Pleaſures, that ſpend your precious 
Time with your wanton and luſtful Companions, what 
will come of you, when you and they muſt be bound 
together in — to be burned in the Flames of 
the unquenchable Fire of Gop's everlaſting Wrath 
O Thieves and covetous Perſons, that will not be con- 
tent with your own, but rob and ſteal from your Neigh 
bours, what will you do when you muſt anſwer before 
a juſt Gop, who hateth all Manner of Unjuſtice, 155 
W 


— 
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will not ſuffer Sin in no wiſe to go unpunifned! O 
Sinners of all Ranks, will you conſider what you are 
doing, in Time; O repent and turn from the Evil of 
your Ways, and Doings that are not good, while the 
Door of Mercy is yet open, and there is Hope in Iſra- 
el concerning you, while a loving and compaſſionate 
God is ſaying to every one of you, Jer. 3. 12 Return, 
thou back/liding Irael, ſaith the LoRD, and I will not cauſe 
mine Anger to fall upon you: For I am mercifu., ſaith the Lo RD, 
amd will not keep Anger for ever. And, Verſe 22. Return ye 
back/liding Children, and I will heal your Back/i/dings. O let 
it be the Language of your Souls, Behold, we come unto 
thee, for thou art the 5 our GOD. O embrace the 
Offer, and flee from the Wrath that is to come, and 
will ever be Wrath to come, to the Ages of Eternity, 
and will never be Wrath at an End. O while lovely and 
loving Jzsvs is ſtanding with outſtretched Arms of Mercy, 
ready to receive, O embrace him with all yout Heart : 

O take CyuRrisT now or never; Time will not be long 
till the laſt Offer that ever you will get will come, and 

who knows how ſoon? Now 7s the acceptable Time, now 
is the Day of Salvation; now is yonr Day of Mercy: But. 
it this your Day of Mercy be ſlighred, then Wo, Wo 
will be to you, when God's Day of Wrath will come. 

O what would they give that are in Hell this Day for 
one Offer of CuRIS T that you now have! O how 
would they with Speed embrace it! O how would 

they ran and flee into the Arms and Mercy of Ixsus! 
But alas, alas! that dreadful Place of Torment is ſealed 

with no Redemption when Millions of Ages are paſt, 
yea, as many Millions of Vears as there are Drops in the 
Sea and Sands on the Sea-ſhore, and Graſs-Piles on the 
Earth, yet ſtill their Torments will be but beginning. 

O that Men and Women would conſider this and la 
it to Heart, what dreadful Plagues and everlaſting Pi- 
iſhments the Wicked muſt endure for ever, for their 
ſhort Hand breadth of fintul Pleaſures they enjoy here; 

and to perſwade you to it, O conſider, 

1. Gop hath no Pleaſure in the Death and Ruin of 
Sinners, but rather that they would repent; O _ 
ASE: | ity 
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of his own Mouth, Deut. 32. 29. O that they were 


„ie hat chen underſtood this, that they would conſider their 


latter End! Ard lovely IESsUs, Matth 11. 28. invites 
you moſt earneſtly, Come mo me all ye that labour and are 
henvy laden, and 1 will give you refl. And, John 6. 37. 
Him that cometh unto me I wil in no wiſe caſt out. And, Chap. 
5. 40. with what bitter Bamentation doth he cry out, 
And ye will mt come to me that ye might have Life. His 
very Bowels earneth for your Salvation. O Pity it is 
that ſuch tender Bowels of Compaſſion and ſuch loving 
Invitations ſhould be lighted and refuſed a Welcome. 
2 O conſider the Patience of God will not alwiſe 
laſt: O! "tis wonderful to think how a holy Gop bears 
with ſuch horrid Abominations as are committed in 
this Land at this Day; all Manner of Wickedneſſes 
are committed amongſt a profeſſing People: "Tis won- 


bY dcrfi] that this Land e're now is not made 4 Feld 


Blood 4 Deſelation, a cry Dragons to awell in, Hol. 

4. 1, 2, 3. Hear the Ward of the Lok p, ye Chilaren of Iſ- 
rael for the Lo x hath a Controverſie with the Inhabitants 
of the Land, becanſe there Ts no Truth, nor Mercy, nor Know- 
leck of God in the Land; by ſwearing, and hing, and kill. 


in, and ſtealing, and commutting Adultery, they break out, 


ana Blood toucheth Blood: Therefore ſhall the Land mourn, and 


every one that awelleth therein ſhall languſb. Many and 
hainous are the Trahſgreſſions that this Land is groan- 


ing under at this Day, and few are the Mourners there- 
in; the Aſpect of Providence looks very like as if the 
Patience of Gop were near an End with this backſlid- 


ing Land, and that a holy and juſt Gop were about to 
avenge the Quarrel of a broken Covenant with Scala; 
Ini. 8 and Sin is come to ſuch a Height in this Land, 


that Men declare their Sin like Sodem, and are not a- 
ſhamed of it; the Patience of Gop hath born 1 

wich this ſinful Land; bur remember it will not al- 
wiſe lat; and if once the Sword of his Wrath were 


I drawn forth, Wo, Wo to them that are out of CuRIST. 
I Therefore O Ef rhe Son, le be be angry, and ye 7 


FiY and tender Compaſſion doth a holy God expreſs | 
out 
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from the Wiy : When his Wrath is Eindled but a little, Veffed 


are all thoy that put their Truſt in him. But then, 
O confider that Time will ſhortly be at an End, 


and ye mult down to the Grave, where there is no 


Work, Labour, nor Device; Duft thou art, and to 
the Duſt thou muſt return. O how terrible is it! for a 
poor Soul out of CyR1sT to meet with Death; in a 
ſhort Time Death will ſnatch you from all your earth- 
ly Comforts and Delights in this World, and you muft 
bid an eternal Farewel to them all ; and whether you 
will or not, you muſt into an eternal State. Wo's 
« me, ſaid young King Charles of Sicily, Jam compel.- 
« led to die before I begin to live. O Sirs, how 
many a poor Soul is compelled to die before ever the 
begin to think how it ſhall fare with them to an endleſs 
Eternity. But then, | 


4. O Conſider, that no ſooner doth Death leave you, 
but as ſoon you muſt appear before the Judge of che 
tate be de- 


Quick and the Dead, and there will your 
termined for Eternity. You will not now be per- 
ſwaded to take CHRIST in the Offer of the Goſpel 
when he uſeth the moſt 5 and kind Compellations 
imaginable, inviting you with his very Heart and Soul 
to embrace that great Salvation that he hath purchaſed 
at ſo dear a Rate for you, but, O Sinners, remember, that 
whether you will or will not, you will be drawn be- 
tore his awful Judgment-ſeat, and there receive your 


Sentence to everlaſting Puniſhment, to dwell with De- 


- 


vils and damned 8 win, in thar Lake that burneth 
one for ever and ever. 


with Fire and Bri 


Now a Word to theſe that profeſs to be the 
Followers of the Lams. profeſs 


O ſtand faſt in the Faith, be ſtrong in the Lond, 


and in the Power of his Might, in this dark and de- 


lining Day: You that bear the Name of profeſſing 


Chriſtians, O do not deceive your ſelves, do. not bear 
the Name and Shadow only without the 

but be really what you appear to be; Go will not be 
nocked ; You may deceiye yourſelves, and deceive o- 


* 


thers, 


N 


thers, but you cannot deceive a Heart- ſearching God, 


- who ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, for he knoweth the Secret 


'of the Heart. O look that ye be not amongft thoſe 


5 Matth. 7. 22, 23. that ſhall begin to ſay at the great 


Day, Lora, Lord, have we not propheſicd in thy Name, and 
in thy Namo have caft out Devils, and in thy Name done ma- 


wonderful Works : And then will I profeſs unto them, I never 
2 you ; Depart from me, I never knew you, ye Workers of 
gy O what will a Name to live, and yet dead do to 
ou when you are called before the Searcher of all Hearts; 
The Hope of the Hypocrite will ſoon periſh, and their 
Candle will ſoon be put out: Hypocrites ſhall have the 
hotteſt Place in Hell, and juſt is it that, it ſhould be fo. 
O what borrid Wickedneſs is it, to cover over your ſe- 
cret Wickedneſs with a Cloak of Profeſſion; to appear 


to be the Children of God, and yet be the Children of 


the Devil. O Sirs! conſider the Day will ſhortly come 
when the Mask will be taken off you, and then ſhall 
you really appear to be what you are, to your everlaſt- 
ing Shame and Confuſion. All you that profeſs to be 
Followers of the Lams, O do it in good Earneſt, what 
ever may befall you in this World; O take a faſt Grip 
of CHR1sST by the Hand of Faith, and be ſure he will 
take faſt Grip of you, he will hold them in his Hand 
that truſt in his Name; they that truſt in the Lokp 
Mall be like Mount Zion that cannot be moved. 
Er, O ſee that your Faith be of the right Stamp, a 
Faith that will bide the Trial ; True Faith will carry 
the Soul of a Believer through all Difficulties, it will 
make you undergo all Hardſhips, all Reproaches, all 
Poverty, all Diſtreſs and Perſecutions whatſomever, yea, 
it will make you $9 through fiery Flames for CuRIST. 
2. See that your Love be ſincere: True Love to CRI T 
is ay of a doing Nature: Iye love me, lecp my Commandments. 
O love him that hath loved youand given himſelf for you; 
if you love him, you will love all his Truths, and will 
rather part with your Life and All before you part 
with the leaſt Hoof of Divine Truths; and now in this 
Day of Backſliding, when many are trampling on the 
Truths of CHRIST; O cleave you to his Pots 7 
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Cauſe; where ever the Camp of CnRIõ r is, there be ye 


al ſo. O be not ye amongſt the laſt to go forh to bring home 
a baniſhed Ch RIST mg - Le 


his on Church in this Land; O 


fight and ſtrive to bring him home to his poor cove- 


nanted Land in Scotland! put to your Hand to the 


Work of Gop, and help theſe that are lifring up a "I 


Teſtimony for his Cauſe and Intereſt: Put Honour up- 
on him by witneſſing for him; if you negle&t this Op 


portunĩty at this Time, it may be he will never honour 


you again with the like Oportunity all your Life: He 
is now calling aloud to all, both by his Word and 
Providences, to come forth and appear for his Cauſe : 
O for the LozD's Sake, and the Love that you beat to 
your precious Souls, come and ſhew ok 

on CHR1sT's Side: O better be for CHRIST and his 
Cauſe, than to have all the World upon your Side: 
They that konour me, faith CHRIS, ſhall be honoured of my 


Father alſn, John 14. 21 He that loveth me, ſhall be loved of 


my Father, and I will love him, and will manifeſt' my ſelf to 


ourſelves to be 


* 


him: And, Verſe 23. and my Father will love him, and 


we will come wnto him, and »make our Abode with him. O 


what wonderful Love is this, that the Eternal Tzno- 
van ſhould love ſuch poor, mortal Worms like us, 


and not only love us, but come and make his Abode 


with us! O bleſſed is thar Man or that Woman that 
hath the Erernal Jenovan, dwelling in our Nature, 
abiding with them; they need not be afraid whatever 


Storm may blow in their Face in this Wilderneſs, for - 


they have the whole Strength of Heaven to carry them 
may the greateſt Trial they can meet wi 
orld, Ja. 41. 10, II, 14. Har thou not, for I am with 
thee ; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God : I will tir 
thee, yea, 1 will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right Hand of my Righteouſneſs. Behold, all they that were ' 
incenſed againſt thee, ſhall be aſhamed and confounded, they 
ſhall be as Nothing; and they that ſtrive with thee ſhall pe- 
riſh. ar not, thou Worm Jacob, aud ye Men of Ifra- 
el, I will help thee, ſaith the Lo RD, and thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Ilrael. | TER 
3. O ſee that ye have right Ends and Deſigns in your 


appeat- 


1 
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engt hen 


in a 


and 
be not a 


- 


which Saying he went away ſorrowful, for he had 
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' . appearing for Gux is; fee that have 'anly the 
Glory of Cop in your View, and then be ſure CHRIST 
will ſtand by you, and give you Strength and Suppart 
1 under the greateſt Trials that may come in your Way: 
y pocritical Profeſhon may do well enough in 3 fair 

Day; but then as ſoon as the Storm ariſes, by and by 


tney are offended. O lay afide all By-ends, all carnal 
worldly Defigns. 1. Confider,. what will a Name 


to live, when in the mean Time you are dead do you 


when Death will make an eternal Separation betwixt 
you and all Things below. 2. What will your Name 
to live do you, when you muft appear before the 
Searcher of all Hearts at the great Day, when Gop 
the righteous Judge will take the Mask off your Face, 
and cken ſhall ye be ſeen before Angels and Men, to 
you everlaſting Shame, what you are. 3. What will 
3 live do to you, that you were ſuch and 
U Heir Profeſſors, when you muſt take up your ever- 
er am Hyppcrites, ſuch as you are, 
evils and damned Spirits, to all Eternity! O Sirs, 
theſe that follow C RIS T for. the Loaves 
and Nothing elſe; but O love him only for himſelf, 
for he is altogether lovelie, and in him dwelleth all 
— that love me, ſaith CHRIST ſhall inherit 
Swbſtance, and 1 will fill their Treaſures, Prov. 8. 21. 
4. O fee that ye be crucified to the World and the 
Things of this World, for CyrxisT and the World 


cannot dwell in one Heart e. ee ys cannot ſerve Gop 

all and Mammon. Whoſoever levet 

„ Children, or Houſes or Lands more than me, is not worthy | 
| of me. O how many poor Creatures have ſhipwracked 


Father or Mother, or Wife 


their precious Souls to all Eternity, in a Day of Trial, 
for Love to the World : Remember the Y oung-man 
in the Goſpel, who ſet out fair for Heaven; Mark 10. 
from the 17 to the 23 Verſe, he had many excellent 

alifications in him, for which Insus ſaid he loved 
him, but tells him, One Thing thou lackefi, go ſell all that 
than haſt, and give to the poor, and thou ſhalt have Tres- 
fure in Heaven, and come take up thy Croſs, and follow me. At 
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LT great Poſſeſſions,” O what is the World, and the po | 
art riſhing Things of the World to precious ChRISπ .? 
y: O- what are ten thouſand Worlds to lovely IxsuS he 
5 only is the Pearl of Price worthy to be ſought. What 
by will the World and the Things of the World do to 
al you at an Hour of Death, when you maſt bid an eter- 
ne nal Farewel to all Things below ? then would you 
ou 5 ten thouſand Worlds, if it were poſſible, for one 
ook of a reconciled- Gop in CHRIST. The. World 
ne © and it's Pleaſures, for the moſt, Part, do a World of 
he BE Miſchief and Hurt to it's Owners: O the Souls that 
b Earthly Riches have pierced through and — with. 
e, || manic Sorrows !' O the Minds that they have blinded! 
to O the. Hevrts that they have hardned ! O the Conſci- 
ill ences that they have benumm'd! O the Wills that the 
nd have perverted ! O the Affections that they have dil 


* 


x» ordered! O the Lives that they have corrupted ! anfl - 


e, 0 the innumerable Sauls that Earthly Riches have de- 
rs, I ſtroyed ! Earthlie Riches, for the moſt Part make Men 
es unwilling to die: O how terrible is Death, the King 
If, of Terrors, to the Rich and great Ones of the Earth 
Ml Dau. 5. 6. Zhen the King's Countenante was changed, md 
rio , Thaughts troubled him, fo. that the Joynts of his Loyns were 
I baoſed, and his Kuges ſmate one againfl another. O conſider, 
he vhat are all the periſhing Things below to theſe Man- 
1d I ſions of Glory in the upper Houle, where CHRISH and 
D his Ranſomed Ones ſhall reign, World without End. 
e Manie in the World that are now ſwiming in Worldl 
hy omp and Glorie, ſpending their Days in Mirth and 
ed Fleaſure, and will go to at Night, and riſe in che 
, Morning without ever bowing a Knee to God in 
an Prayer. Death and Eternitie have no Impreſſion up- 
o. eon them more than they were Stocks and Stones But 
nt O what will they do, when they muſt part with all 
ed I cheſe Pleaſures and go into an Eternal State! they will 
at then wiſh that they had never been born. It was ihe 
„Cay ing of a rich Man upon his Death-bed, A thouſand 
At Pound for a good Conſcience. O that Men and Wo- 
men were wiſe in Time, tha underſtaad cri, HA 
they would conſider er O you that her * 
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the Waters of a full Cup, that wallow in Wealth in 
the Midft of Worldlie Pomp and Glorie, O get the 1 
Impreſſion of Death and Eternity impreſſed upon your 0 
Hearts; and conſider with thy ſelf, that ehis Night 7% l 
Soul may be required of thee. Conſider with holy Job, Chap. 
14. 14 If a Man die, fball he live agam? All the Days of ef 
my appointed Time will I wait til my Change come. > i 
F. Conſider what CHRIS hath done and ſuffered for 
you, Heb 12. 3. For confider him that endured ſuch Contradic- 
tion of Sinners againſt himſelf, left ye be wearied, and faint in 
your Minds, O what cruel Mocking, what cruel Re. Ip. 
8 and Calumnies was caſt upon his precious 
Nane and 1 in the World! no leſs than a De- = 
vil, and, that by the Prince of Devils he did wonderful |! 
Miracles? what cruel ſoourging and whiping did he en- 
dure, till the very Fleſh was torn from his ſacred Body I 
by the Hands of finful Men ? what terrible Wrath did 
He endure in the Garden from his Heavenly FATRHER, ry 
till he ſwate great Drops of Blood, which made him 
cry out in a pitiful Manner, My Soul is exceeding forrowful,;._ 
even tao Death O poor Sinners, come forth by Faith, I M 
and behold the Man CHRIST wearing a Crown of Thorns * 
and a Purple Robe, and Pilote crying out in a diſdainful 
Manner, Behold the Man! ay, and more than a Man, no 
leſs than the Eternal Son of Gop in our Nature, car- 
rying a _ Croſs upon his torn Back! O ſee him 
mounting a Croſs, and faſt nailed to it! O hear him 
| ing eut, Ay God, my God, why haſt thos forſaken me 
Gare y, O lovely 4 3 not ten for 
thy ſelf, for no Guile was ever found in thy Mouth; 
but for our Sins and our Tranſgreſſions thou waſt for- 
ſaken of thy merciful and compaſſionate Fa THE R, that 
we might never he forſaken ; O ſee him bowing his ſa 
cred Head and giving up the Ghoſt, and hear him crying 
Out, New it is finiſhed ; a Work is how finiſhed that would 
have funk Millions of Angels and Men down to the 
loweſt Hell, and would never have paid the leaft Far 
thing of that Debr ; no Wonder than the Rocks rent 
and the Earth trembled, and the natural Sun withdre 


its Light, when the Eternal Sox who lighted Heave 
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— and Earth with his Glory, was darkned, and endured 
nc ſuch terrible Wrath for a Remnant of poor Hell- de- 


all that CuRIs T hath done and ſuffered for us, who 
* would nar love him and cleave to his Cauſe and Inter- 


ſerving Sinners. O if Men and Women did but believe 


eft, who would not part with all for his Sake, and take 3 


f up their Croſs and follow him. | | 
4 6. Take a whole CuRISTH, ChRISHT and his Croſs as 
well as Curr and his Crown; be content to undergo 
Re. ll Reproaches, all Mocking, all Manner of Loſſes and 

© Perſecution for his Sake; for whatever you can loſe and 
D endure for his Sake here, will be eternally made up ta 
6 you when ye ſhall be taken up ts theſe eternal Manſi- 
; ons of my prepared for you in his FaTHER's Houſe, 
10d where lovely JEsus with his own tender Hand will 

41 wipe away all Tears from your Eyes, and there ſhall be 
aid i no more ighing, no more Pain; for former Things 
ſhall all be paſt away, and all Things ſhall become new, 
7 where your Eyes ſhall be eternally bleſſed in dehold- 
wh 7 and your Arms ſhall be blefled in embracing that 
a Worthy Lans of Gop for ever and ever: Therefore 
intulll be not afraid whatever may come in your Way, for 
umu hrough many Tribulations you muſt enter into the Ringdom of 


„no Heaven ey that will be the Followers of the Lau 
—_ muſt lay their Account to become the World's Wonder; 


no ſooner doth a poor Soul engage with CRS to be 
him his Servant, but *** the Peril and the Men of the 
World are upon their Top Think it not ſtrange, ſaith our 
Ibleſſed Lokp, that the Warld hate you ; for it hated me be- 
4 * fore it hated you, John 15. 18. and, Iſa. 59. 15. Na, Truth 
0*"Wfalleth in the Streets, and he that departeth from Evil maketh 

: himſelf a Prey, or, as it is in the Margin of ſome of your 
. WBibles, is accounted Mad. But let none of theſe Things 
fear you; For the Time will come when ye ſball be thruft out 
MW the Synagogue, and ye ſhall be hated of all Men for my Names 
date, but he that endureth to the End ſhall be ſaved, Mark 13. 
Therefore rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your Rewatd. 
Have a Reſpect to all Goy's Commandments, the 
leaſt of all his Commandments are all precious, He that 
ever me, keepeth my Commanament one 7, faith our =_ 
a Ger La: 


1 m 
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Lord. Manifeſt your Love to your Dear R DEZA R 
by walking even as he walled. The Eyes of the World are 
upon you, and even on you more than others, therefore 
G be render of your Walk and Converſation, that it be 
as becometh the Goſpel: A Mote in your Walk is more by 
far than a Mole- bill is in anothers; therefore, O be up- 
on your Guard, the watchful Chriſtian is the ſtedfaſt 
Chriſtian, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into Temptation, 
8. Walk in Love witfi one another, as CHRIST alſo hath 
Joved us, and given himſelf for us. O what a Shame 1s it for 
theſe that pretend to be Children of the fame Family, 
to be biting and devouring one another. Let your Love 
ty CHRIST be manifeſted by loving the Members of his 
| Myſtical Body, By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my 
Diſciples, if ye love one another, John 13. 35. however 
poor or mean they may be in the World, do not deſpiſe 
them for that; for they are precious in CHRIS T's Sight. 
Communicate all the Good you can to one another, and 
pray much for one another, and be much in Converſati- 
on one with another, Mal. 3, 16. Then they that feared the 
Lokr ſpake often one to another, and the LoRD heavkned 
and heard it; and a Book of Remembrance was written before 
Vim, for them that feared the Lo RD and thought upon his Name. 
Chriſtian Fellowſhip is the Life of Religion: For as 
Tron fharpneth Iron, ſo doth one Chriſtian another. 
9. Be much in the Duty of Meditation: O how ma- 
ny ſweet Hours have manie a ferious Soul had in this 
Exerciſe of Meditation! Meditate much on your loſt 
State by Nature, and your Recoverie by JesUs CHRIST. 
Tink much of the Love of that adorable TRINx ITX in 
that wonderful Contrivance of Salvation; and in paſſ- 
ing by Angels, and looking upon the low and fallen 
Eftate of poor, finful Man. 1. O think much of the 
Love of the FA THE R, in parting with his Eternal SoN 
that lay in his Boſom from all Eternitie, and never of- 
tended him, but was the Object of his everlaſting Love 
and Delight; O wonderful ! that ſuch a loving Father 
ſhould part with ſuch a loving Son, for the Sake of 
ſuch poor Worms as we are 2. Think much on the 
Love of his Sox, in undertaking ſuch a hard and _ 
„ ROY cult 
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cult Work ſo cheerfullie as he did, - Pſa. 40. 7, 8. Sce 


R — . 
re with what an Air he ſpeaks it ont, Then ſaid I, Io, 1 
re 


come ( in the Volume of the Book it is written of me) 1 delight 


be to ao thy Will, O my GOD, yea, thy Law is within my. Heart. 
Dy and, Prov. 8 31. Rejoicing in the habitable Parts of the 


p- Earth, and my Delights were with the Sons of Men. O won- 
iſt derful Love, that the Erernal Son of Gop, the Heir 
. of all Things, ſhould come to the World to be his 
th FarTneR's Servant, in ſuch hard Service, for our Sakes, 
or to work in his Fa TERR's Garden till he ſwate Drops ot 
y, Blood. O Sinners, come and lift yourſelves to be his 


ve Servants, and count it the greateft Honour that b- 
nis lie can be put upon you in the World, to be the Ser- 
my vants of ſuch a great Lord as he is, and count all the 
er Service you can do for him too little for his Sake, how 


iſe ever hard it may be. 3. Think much on the Love of 


J 


ht. the Holy Gnosr, in concurring in that great Work, 
nd in accepting of ſuch a Sacrifice in our Room: And O 
iti tis amazing to think, that ever ſuch Love as this, 


the ſhould be out of the Minds of anie of Adams Race. 


0 


ned Sinners, come to this Flame of Love of the adorable 
fore I TIN Tr that flamed in Love towards you from ever- 
me. | laſting, and ger your coldrife Hearts kindled into a 
as Flame; and if once you had a true Love to him, you 


would think nothing too dear for him. 4. And Orhmk 


na- much on his ſecond Appearance, when he wilt come 


his in the Glouds of Heaven, with Power and great Glory 


loſt I attended with an innumerable Company of Angels, 
sr. the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, all accom 


and 


pary- 


in ing that glorions Judge to his Throne of awful Judg- 
aſſ- went; O what a joytul Day will the Morning of the 
len Reſurrection be to all the worthic Followers of the 
the Laus, when they ſhall hear the Sound of the laſt 
on Trumpet, ſaying, wake ye Dead, and come to Judgment. 
of. | That indeed will be the Marriage of the Laws, and 


ove bleſſed are all they that have made themſelves readie, 
ther they ſhall go in with the Bridegroom to the Marriage- 
e of Solemnitie that will never be at an End. Fear not 


- 
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the chen, O trembling Believer, but lift up your Heads, for 


ani. © 


ifh- MW he Day of your Redemption draweth near. Behold, he 
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comes quickly ; he longs as much, yea, and more for 
that Day than poſſibly you can do; therefore wait pa- 
tiently * him, Ia 40. 31. But they that wait upon the 
Lord ſhall renew their Strength, they ſhall mount up with 

Wings as Eagles, they ſhall run and not be wearie, they ſhall 
walk and not be faint. | 
10. O be much in the Exerciſe of Prayer to God, 
chat he may direct your Way through the Wilderneſs 
oc the World in this dark and cloudy Day: Wreſtle 
HEE Jacob like with Gop, that he may ſend, the uncreated 
my Angel of the Covenant, to guide you by his Spirit; he 
only is the Way of the Truth and the Life, and no 
Man can come to the FatyeR but by him; it is he 
chat leadeth Jacob like a Flock, that muſt lead you; 
che Farner hath given him for that End, / 55. 4. 
TILE Behold, I have given him for a Witneſs to the People, a Lead- 
WML, er and a Commander to the People. None need be afraid of 
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1 E from the Way that have ſuch a Guide to go 
14 xefore them as CHRIST is; For he læadeth the Blind by 4 
Way they know not, and in Paths that they have never known. 
O therefore employ your Leader, eſpecially in ſuch a 
14 Day of Backſliding as this is, when many are ſay in 
practically upon the Matter that they will not wa 
any more with him: But O be ye not — 4 thoſe 
that draw back, but ſtand faſt by your Leader ] 
ad then you nced fear no Trial that can come in your 
ay; for he will be with. you in all vour Trials, 1a. 
243. 2. When thou paſſeſt through the Waters, I will be with 
thee, and through the Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee : 
when thou walkeſt through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be hurt, nei- 
ther ſball the Flame kindle upon thee. 

11. What ever you reſolve to do, do all in the 
Strength of Jxsvs, for without him ye can do nothing. 
Beware of engaging in your own Strength, for it is not 
in Man that walketh, to direct his own Steps. O be 
much in the Exerciſe of Self-denial, be intirely denied 
to your own Righteouſneſs, your own Abilities, your 
own Gifts and Graces ; for you will find all to be but 

linke a broken Reed in a Day of Trial and Temptation: 
Peter, that great Apoſtle, reſolved well that he would 
e 8 | never 


ESUS, 
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never deny his Lord and Maſter, Though all ſhould fer- 
ſake thee, yet will net J; and yet at the Word of a poor, 


. 
/ 


ſo great an Intimate of our LoRD's as Peter was, who 


was Ear and Eye-witneſs to his wonderful Miracles, 
and the gracious Words that proceeded out of his 
Mouth, and was with him __ the Mount, when he 


ſaw him transfigured, the moſt glorious Sight that ever 
was ſeen in the World, I fay, when ſuch as he was 
overcome by the Power of Temptation, how ſoon may 
hot we? Stand therefore faſt in the Loxp, and in the 
Power of his Might, watching and praying, that ye en- 
ter not into Temptation. -O therefore be encouraged to 
ſtand to Truth, which is Cur isT's Cauſe, and 1 
Length prevail; for he is Truth, and ſo abideth, 


Il at 
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ſilly Maid, he is ſoon overcome. O Believers, when ? 


Tr uth, 
therefore muſt he prevail, and all the Mouths of Liars 


be ſtopped: So then let us remain perſwaded that 


Truth at Length ſhall be victorious, and the Cauſe of 


CHR1ST ſhall have the Victory: Tho', 1. the Enemies 


of Truth and the Cauſe of CuhRISTH be multiplied, and 


manie there be that riſe up againſt it 2. Tho' theſe 


Enemies ſnould proſper, and that for a long Time, and 


8 their Courſe of Wickedneſs with a high Hand. 
3. Tho' there ſhould be few found to befriend Truth 
and to own it in an evil Day. 4. Tho* many of thoſe 
that did own it and pled for it, ſhould at 
their Back upon it, as Demas did. 5. Tho ſuch as con- 


tinue conſtant and Faithful be loaded with Reproaches, , 


and preſſed under vii Perſecution for adhering to 
Truth and owning FR. 6. Yea, tho' all Things in 
Providence ſhould ſeem to fay that Truth ſhall not riſe a. 
gain, but ſeem on the contrary to conſpire agaiiſt the 

ſame, yet O let not that diſcourage you, but in 
him who is the Truth, and will carry the Day in ſpight 

of all the Powers of Hell and Darkneſs : What tho 
Hell ſhould rore, and the Wicked of the Wo rage, 
and the People imagine a vain Thing againſt ti LoD 

and his anointed, yet at Lengtii he that fits in Heaven 

ſhall laugh ar all th 
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Length turn 


eir Plots and Contrivances, and like 
Achitophe!'s Counſel ſhall all be brought to nought. Th 1 


s *, , | 
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IF worſt that Devils and wicked Men can do, is to thruſt you 

WW downto the Grave, that's all; hut fear not that, for the Sting 

of Death azd the Power of the Grave are removed by 

the Death of our gloridus Redeemer, He.. 13. 14. 7 will 
ram them from the Grave, I will redeem them from Death. 
UF Q Death, I will be thy Plague, © Grave, I will be thy De- 
Ffm. O therefore be cheerful in your Work in this 
Day of Backſliding; Error, Profaniry and Blaſphemy 
are ruſhing like a mighty Stream into this Land. O what 
Helliſh Outrages are now committed, and that del ibe- 
rately and obſtſnately, even againſt the Light of Na- 
tu. e Conſcience and Scripture: What Curſing, what 
Swearing, Lying, Backbiting, Blaſphemy, Sabbath- 
breaking, Cheating, Over- reaching their Neighbours ; 
What ftcaling, what Wantonneis, Filthineſs, EE 
nef, Swintth Drunkenneſs, Covetouſneſs, Earthly-mind- 
edneſs ;-what Mocking, Scoffing, Wrath, Envie, Ma- 
lice, Pride and Paſſion; and ſpiritual Wickedneſs, ſuch 
as, Unbeliet, Atheiſm, Impenitency, Hypocriſie, Apo- 
ſtaſte, Hatred of Gop and his People, Miniſters and Or- 
Ginances every where abounding; Men * — their Sin 
like Sagem, and are not aſhamed af it, they go through 
the Streets; and fit at their Clubs, boaſting of their Ini- 
quities.., O Sirs, when ſuch Floods of Iniquitie are run- 
ning throngli the Land, what can we do but fear that 
E lungs of Wrath be poured, upon the Land for the. Sins 
of them that dwel thereig, gark Clouds are appearing 
ere and there, and who e foon an holy and 
juſt Gop may be prove chem break upon 
this Land; but O let the Mourners/tn Aan rejoice and 
be gi. Vr the Lo RD ſtteth upon the Floods, the Lex 
ſettetii ng for ever: And. what ever be, the Flaodg that 
may come upon this Land, the Lozprhimlelf will os- 
der all the Waves thereof for his Glory and the Good 
t higfghwch. O pray that che enn may turn au ay 
IT his Wich. Who knows but he may turm- away this 
WVrath, who ks hut he may retutn and leave @ Bleſ- 
ſing behind him. Nom and M Ie 15, ble t bee yeulfrom 
lalling, and ta gre Jah er bis heaventy. Father without 

Erult, to the only wiſe God, an. bis dearly cleved Son Jeluc 

beit be Glory aber ana ever. Amen. . 
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